
Wednesday, February 8, 2017

Dear Choices of Life Partner in Ministry,

Sanctity of life issues are on the minds of many these days. The pro-life/pro-choice debate is as hot 
as ever. Planned Parenthood clinics are closing it seems like every day—God be praised! Countries 
around the world, including individual states in America continue to legalize doctor-assisted suicide. 
Our country has just ushered in a largely pro-life administration in the White House. While small 
battles are being won on the pro-life front, now is a great time to capitalize on the buzz and the 
momentum and keep God’s “life truths” before God’s people. The sanctity of life, after all, truly is a 
spiritual issue.

Lakeshore Lutherans for Life invites you and all Shoreland Federation congregations to hold a 
Sanctity of Life Sunday this year on March 26. Why March 26? Christian Life Resources generally 
recommends Life Sundays be held on the Sunday closest to March 25 (the Annunciation of Our Lord). 
Our Lord so highly valued human lives that He Himself was conceived and born in human flesh to 
redeem all human life. Gabriel’s announcement to Mary of the human conception of “the Son of the 
Most High” is a fitting context in which encourage Christians to value human life as our Lord does.

To help you observe your Life Sunday, we are providing the following below or at this DropBox link:
1. A worship service in MSWord (.docx) for customizing (8.5 x 11), color and greyscale. 
2. A print-ready worship service in pdf (Legal and Tabloid (11 x 17)), color and greyscale. The font 

size in the tabloid versions may be large enough to double as your large-print service folder. 
3. Ideas and resources to promote and customize the worship service, if so desired. 
4. Find a GoogleSlides presentation of the service here. (Thanks, Pastor Mike Zarling!)
5. In the coming weeks, you will be receiving donation envelopes to share. We’d love for you to 

put one in every bulletin, but are appreciative however you encourage your members to use 
them. We will send you ~25 more than the number in the “Bulletin Count” column at the end 
of this document, unless we hear from you otherwise. If your number is missing or different 
from the Pacer News count, please reply with your number. If you support another pregnancy 
help center, feel free to use and adapt this service to promote their work. 
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Bulletin Blurb:
Sanctity of Life Worship  On March 26, we will observe the Festival of the Annunciation of Our Lord, 
celebrating Gabriel’s announcement to Mary of the human conception of Jesus. This is a fitting Sunday 
to consider the God-given conception of all human life. On that Sunday, you will also receive a free will 
donation envelope for the Choices of Life pregnancy help centers in Racine and Kenosha. Please 
consider giving a gift to support their vital ministry! 

Notes on the worship service:
• Hymns used in the non-communion service: 

• 234 - Praise To The Lord, The Almighty (Opening hymn and litany/Confession/Absolution)
• 257 - My Soul, Now Bless Your Maker (Psalm replacement)
• 521 - Lord Of All Nations, Grant Me Grace (HotD)
• 270 - We All Believe In One True God (Confession of Faith)
• 515 - Shepherd Of Tender Youth (after Prayer of the Church/Closing hymn)

• Christian Worship Manual includes the “bookend” Alleluias in the Verse of the Day for the 
Annunciation. We have omitted them. Customize as you see fit. 

• If March 26 (or every Sunday) is a communion Sunday for you, here are some possibilities for 
distribution hymns.

• 35 - Of The Father's Love Begotten (5 stanzas)
• 86 - The Only Son From Heaven (4 stanzas)
• 108 - Jesus, Refuge Of The Weary (3 stanzas)
• 114 - Christ, The Life Of All The Living (7 stanzas)
• 123 - Lord Jesus Christ, You Set Us Free (4 stanzas)
• 253 - I Will Sing My Maker's Praises (4 long stanzas)
• 372 - I Lay My Sins On Jesus (4 stanzas)
• 520 - Your Hand, O Lord, In Days Of Old (3 long stanzas)
• Other hymns from the Holy Communion section of CW/CWS

• Regarding the Confession of Faith hymn, 271 would fit better for a Life Sunday than 270, but 271 is 
not as familiar a melody. (There are no other melodies available for the meter of 271.)

• The art included in the worship folder is free for public use and is available from the following: 
• paramentics.com/free/
• corissanelsonart.com/corissaanelsonworshipart/opk58aqj286dppefhxwqo3d11kvssw
• albumarium.com

• The font on the backside of the service (and in this document) is Fira Sans, free from Google.

If you’d like to further customize your bulletin, here are a few resources:
• Pre-printed Life Sunday bulletin covers: christianliferesources.com/life-sunday/bulletin-covers
• Annunciation art: paramentics.com/art/the-annunciation
• Love Your Neighbor art: corissanelsonart.com/corissaanelsonworshipart/love-your-neighbor-

worship-art-package
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Other Sanctity of Life services, Bible studies and resources: 
• christianliferesources.com/life-sunday
• lcms.org/life/resources/lifesunday

Other Ideas:
Diaper/Wipe Drive - We’d love to have you hold a diaper/wipe drive in the weeks surrounding the 
service. We even have promotional materials you may use. That said, financial support is our greatest 
current need.

Pink and Blue Flag Display - Approximately 3,500 babies are aborted every day in America. To help 
your congregation and community visualize this, you might display 3,500 pink and blue flags on your 
campus. The set up of the display is a moving experience in and of itself for kids and adults alike. You 
may purchase these at uline.com/BL_7132/Stake-Flags or similar websites. (Please let me know if you 
find a cheaper price.) The flags can be reused year after year. 
    

   

Indoor/Outdoor Banners, Posters, Postcards, Social Media ads, etc - Consider inviting your 
community.

Thank you for considering this event and for your support of life issues and Choices of Life! Please let 
me know how else we can help.

Pastor Emile Burgess, Lakeshore Lutherans for Life Board Chairman
eburgess@trinitycaledonia.org 
713-398-5649
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Congregation Bulletin Count Household (Mailboxes)

Bethany, Kenosha/Somers 50 (Pacer News Count)

Epiphany, Racine 200 80

Faith, Antioch 280 310

First, Elkhorn 175 200

First, Lake Geneva 150 N/A

First Evan, Racine 230 230

Friedens, Kenosha 150 N/A

Heritage, Lindenhurst 50 (Pacer News Count)

Immanuel, Waukegan 100 (Pacer News Count)

Living Water, Wind Lake 100 (Pacer News Count)

Mount Zion, Kenosha N/A 175

New Hope, Racine 45 (Pacer News Count)

Our Savor, Zion 110 (Pacer News Count)

Peace, Wilmot 80 N/A

St. John’s, Burlington 50 (Pacer News Count)

St. John’s, Oak Creek (Howell) 50 (Pacer News Count)

St. John’s, Oak Creek (Oakwood) 90 100

St. John’s, Slades Corners 115 N/A

St. Luke’s, Kenosha 50 N/A

St. Paul’s, Round Lake 50 (Pacer News Count)

Trinity, Caledonia 250 420

Trinity, Union Grove 85 100?

Zion, Bristol 90 N/A


