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BOYS, GIRLS & 
EVERYTHING 
IN-BETWEEN

It can be dangerous to express an opinion on the 
state of sexuality in today’s world. Once it is known, 

such expression on this contentious subject can 
result in dissension among loved ones. Your circle 
of friends shrinks and your family members can 

begin to fall out of touch. You might be inclined to 
say, “I wish I had just kept my mouth shut.”



Nevertheless, Christians are com-
pelled out of love for God and 
others to speak the truth. That 
doesn’t mean running around 
with a sharp stick looking for an 
eye to stick it in. Enveloped in 
the instruction to speak the truth 
are the concepts of humility, 
love, compassion, and patience 
(Philippians 2:3; Colossians 3:12; 
Titus 3:2) and the ultimate goals 
are to correct and turn atten-
tion to God (Ezekiel 3:16-21; 1 
Timothy 2:4; 2 Timothy 2:4,23-25). 
Such goals cannot be achieved 
without having some sort of 
positive relationship, and you 
don’t get that relationship by 
name-calling or bullying.

Introspection
“There but by the grace of God go 
I.” Time has helped me to realize 
that non-issues for one can be 
big issues for another.

That point hit home powerfully 
when, as a student at the sem-
inary, my professor said, “God 
knew what he was doing assign-
ing me as a rural pastor in the 
Midwest and not placing me in 
Las Vegas. I never had the temp-
tation to run around with other 
women or was given to drink, but 
I don’t think I could have with-
stood the temptation to gamble.”

I was stunned by those words. My 
parents lived in Nevada for a few 
years. I once played the penny 
slot machine for 90 minutes until 
my 30 pennies were gone. I had 
no desire to go back, do it again, 
raise the stakes, etc. I was not 
tempted whatsoever by flashing 
lights and the sound of coins 
jingling in the tray. For my semi-
nary professor, however, it was a 
supreme temptation.

It is easy to smugly look down on 
those who wrestle with issues of 
sexuality when it is not our issue. 
For those who have embraced 
their birth gender without doubt, 
it is difficult to understand those 
who feel differently. Yet, like a 
professor who feared a gam-
bling addiction, each person is 
different. Even the Apostle Paul 
-- who saw Jesus on the road 
to Damascus (Acts 9:4-5), who 
raised the dead (Acts 20:7-12), 
and who wrote volumes on the 
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Christian faith and lifestyle -- 
wrestled with sins he knew better 
to leave alone (Romans 7:19). 

Thoughtful and honest intro-
spection reveals our own sins 
and great inadequacies (Romans 
7:24). Maybe our issue is gos-
sip, pornography, selfishness, 
thoughtlessness, shallowness, 
etc. An unfiltered evaluation by 
family and friends might be a 
sobering revelation for all of us 
as to the troubling issues we 
each have.

Rather than making gender 
issues a topic of disgust, think 
of it as the sin someone wrestles 
with, as much as we each wrestle 
with our own sins.

It Is a Sin
Yes, homosexuality and any sex-
ual perversion are sins. Those are 
bold words in a post-modernist 

society in which the phrase, “To 
each his own,” is becoming the 
new standard of right and wrong. 
Nevertheless, the Bible remains 
exceptionally clear on this point. 
Consider the following:

Do not lie with a man as one lies 
with a woman; that is detestable. 

(Leviticus 18:22)

If a man lies with a man as one lies 
with a woman, both of them have 

done what is detestable. They must 
be put to death; their blood will be on 
their own heads. (Leviticus 20:13)

Because of this, God gave them 
over to shameful lusts. Even their 

women exchanged natural relations 
for unnatural ones. In the same 

way the men also abandoned natu-
ral relations with women and were 
inflamed with lust for one another. 
Men committed indecent acts with 

other men, and received in themselves 
the due penalty for their perversion. 

Furthermore, since they did not think 
it worthwhile to retain the knowl-

edge of God, he gave them over to a 
depraved mind, to do what ought not 

to be done. (Romans 1:26–28)

Do you not know that the wicked will 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived: Neither the sexually 
immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers 
nor male prostitutes nor homosexual 
offenders nor thieves nor the greedy 

Clearly Caring – Mini Edition \\ 3

RATHER THAN MAKING 
GENDER ISSUES A TOPIC 
OF DISGUST, THINK OF 

IT AS THE SIN SOMEONE 
WRESTLES WITH, AS MUCH 

AS WE EACH WRESTLE 
WITH OUR OWN SINS.



nor drunkards nor slanderers nor 
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 

God. (1 Corinthians 6:9–10)

As the movement towards 
self-selecting gender gains 
steam, gender-neutral advocates 
dismiss these passages for any of 
the following reasons:

1. The passages are not part of 
the “inspired” Word of God 
and only reflect a cultural 
notion of the time.

2. The Apostle Paul himself 
must have been homosex-
ual and felt guilty about it 
because of cultural pres-
sures. That is why he writes 
so strenuously against it.

3. The passages do not speak 
against homosexuality but 
against unfaithfulness in a 
committed relationship or 
perhaps against pederasty 
(sexual relations between an 
adult and adolescent male).

Do you see what is happening? 
Remember what Paul wrote to 
Timothy:

Preach the Word; be prepared in sea-
son and out of season; correct, rebuke 
and encourage—with great patience 
and careful instruction. For the time 
will come when men will not put up 
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit 
their own desires, they will gather 
around them a great number of 

teachers to say what their itching ears 
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want to hear. They will turn their ears 
away from the truth and turn aside to 

myths. (2 Timothy 4:2–4)

In our sinfulness we all do this. 
We develop a bad habit, want 
something that we know we 
should not have, and begin 
to twist God’s Word to fit our 
desires. This is called a “con-
firmation bias.” We develop 
a conviction and then selec-
tively research to confirm the 
conviction.

I get it. Without a doubt, most 
-- if not all -- who are sliding into 
the self-selecting gender notion 
desperately want to feel at peace. 
Sometimes, however, that peace 
does not come in this life  
(2 Corinthians 12:7-9).

Nature or Nurture
The nature/nurture debate has 
been around for centuries as 
we try to understand diverse 
compulsions. Is our tendency to 
become quickly angered a result 
of learning in our youth (nur-
ture), or is there a genetic link 
to it (nature)? Similar questions 
can be asked about alcoholism, 
kleptomania (thievery), pornogra-
phy, etc. Studies in animals have 
revealed remarkable things about 
both nature and nurture.

Ivan Pavlov, a Russian phys-
iologist, found that through 
positive and negative incentives, 
reflexes can be conditioned to 
bring about certain responses 
(nurture). Applied to people it is 
a theory that positive reinforce-
ment of certain attitudes and 
lifestyle can result in directed 
lifestyle choices.

Genetics also may play a part. 
Studies suggest there might be 
genetic predispositions toward 
certain social behaviors, such as 
alcoholism and aggression. Some 
people claim sexuality is geneti-
cally predisposed. It is suggested, 
regardless of birth gender, some 
individuals cannot help but feel 
they should be the opposite sex.

Every study I have read on the 
genetic link between social 
behavior and sexuality agrees 
that to-date there is no specific 
drinking gene, aggression chro-
mosome, or gay lobe of the brain. 
Nevertheless, the estimate is 
that genetics could have up to a 
50% effect. In other words, with 
a family history of aggression, 
alcoholism, or sexuality issues, 
genetics might come into play – 
but only partially.

Christians look at these things 
from a different perspective. 
Since Adam’s fall into sin 
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everyone is predisposed to sin 
(Genesis 8:21; Romans 8:7). Call 
it nature or nurture, the reality is 
that given the choice to do right 
things or wrong things, we are 
inclined to do wrong things. That 
inclination may be the way we 
are, but it does not make it right.

I believe, right or wrong, percep-
tion is one’s reality. If one person 
is content in their birth gender 
that is a comfortable reality. If 
someone is not content in their 
birth gender, it is their uncom-
fortable reality. The difference 
is this: God approves one and 
rejects the other.

Yet, in our natural rebellion to 
God we are tempted to declare 
wrong things as right (Isaiah 
5:20). We may perceive we were 
made with the wrong gender. In 
fact, we may even discover a true 
and compelling genetic predispo-
sition towards a gender opposite 
of our birth gender. It doesn’t 
make it right.

The Real Issue
The real issue is not whether 
gay people are truly gay in their 
nature or as a result of nurture. 
It is what it is. The real issue is 
where we derive truth.

I have heard the locker room 
smack that some people are 
either too ugly, too fat, or too 
weird to find a mate of the oppo-
site sex so they turn to the gay 
lifestyle. I know of no study to 
support those notions.

I have read the blogs and heard 
the protests that standing by 
heterosexual relationships and 
insisting that we accept our birth 
genders is homophobic. There is 
no “truth” in that attitude either.

Through the years there has been 
one mainstay of truth and that is 
the Word of God (Psalm 119:105; 
John 17:17). Since the Garden of 
Eden that truth has been under 
attack. Whether it is Satan dis-
torting the words of God or it is 
the evil inclination of our hearts 
twisting God’s Word to make it fit 
our desires, truth is under attack.
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THE REAL ISSUE IS NOT 
WHETHER GAY PEOPLE 

ARE TRULY GAY IN THEIR 
NATURE OR AS A RESULT OF 
NURTURE. IT IS WHAT IT IS. 
THE REAL ISSUE IS WHERE 

WE DERIVE TRUTH.



There is no logic in the current 
moral direction of the country 
which suggests truth is more 
subjective. The exercise of indi-
vidual freedom is always subject 
to some standard – whether it is 
the regulations of a subdivision, 
the rules of an organization, or 
the laws of the nation.

Christians err in failing to recog-
nize the power of having truth on 
their side. We are shocked at the 
vitriol against it, but should it 
really surprise us? Did not Christ 
face the hatred of his own peo-
ple? (John 15:18). Opposition and 
harsh rhetoric does not make the 
truth no longer the truth. It just 
means some people oppose it.

We have, however, a ministry 
of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 
5:18-19). Our goal is not to call 
out sin but to restore sinners. 
Yes, we certainly must recognize 
sin when we see it but to crimi-
nalize sin is not the Christian’s 
endgame. Our focus is to bring 
reconciliation between the sinner 
and the Creator. We are to be the 

conduits of love and the messen-
gers of sacrifice and forgiveness 
through Jesus Christ.

Like children released in a candy 
store, sexual freedoms seem to 
spread like wildfire. The Christian 
reaction is to foster correction 
with great patience and careful 
instruction (2 Timothy 4:2) and 
perseverance. Don’t expect to be 
warmly received, but don’t be the 
cause of bitterness. Be the mes-
senger of hope, the practitioner 
of compassion and the epitome 
of patience. After all, consider all 
that God puts up with in us.
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3 Ways to Support
Send a Check by Mail to:
Christian Life Resources
Box 56, Richfield, WI 53076

Use Credit Card Online at: 
ChristianLifeResources.com

Sign up for Electronic 
Funds Transfer (EFT): 
Contact us for form

Rev. Robert Fleischmann has been the National Director of Christian Life Resources since 
1988. He also serves as the pastor at St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church in Slinger, WI, and 
serves as adjunct professor in the bioethics department at Concordia University. He speaks 
throughout North America on the Biblical approach to various life and family issues and 
counsels people with God’s Word in correct decision-making.

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.zondervan.com The “NIV” and “New International 
Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™
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