God and Us

The way it was and the way it is!

Walk with God
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LorD God as he was walking in
the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LorD God among the trees
of the garden. (Genesis 3:8)

Holiness of God
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian,
and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain
of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from within a
bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. So Moses
thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”
When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the
bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” “Do not come any closer,” God
said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”
Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac
and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at
God. (Exodus 3:1-6)

And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will
proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence. [ will have mercy on whom [ will have
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. But,” he said,
“you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.” Then the Lord said,
“There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. When my glory passes by,
[ will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until | have passed
by. Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be
seen.” (Exodus 33:19-23)

David again brought together out of Israel chosen men, thirty thousand in all. He
and all his men set out from Baalah of Judah to bring up from there the ark of God,
which is called by the Name, the name of the Lord Almighty, who is enthroned
between the cherubim that are on the ark. They set the ark of God on a new cart and
brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons
of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was
walking in front of it. David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating with all
their might before the Lord, with songs and with harps, lyres, tambourines, sistrums
and cymbals. When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out
and took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. The Lord’'s anger
burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down
and he died there beside the ark of God. (2 Samuel 6:1-7)

After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and
led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them.
His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then
there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. (Matthew 17:1-3)

| turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned | saw
seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone “like a son of
man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around
his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes
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were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice
was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and out
of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in
all its brilliance. When [ saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed
his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. [ am
the Living One; | was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the
keys of death and Hades. (Revelation 1:12-18)

The Command for Us
“Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the Lord
your God, am holy. (Leviticus 19:2)

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:48)

Understand the Tree
It was real: Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there
he put the man he had formed. And the LorD God made all kinds of trees grow out
of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle
of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
(Genesis 2:8-9)

Its significance: The LOrRD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to
work it and take care of it. And the Lorp God commanded the man, “You are free to
eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” (Genesis 2:15-17)

The “tree” today: Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil. (1
Thessalonians 5:21-22)

Do not set foot on the path of the wicked or walk in the way of evil men. Avoid it, do
not travel on it; turn from it and go on your way. (Proverbs 4:14-15)

Our Choices
There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. (Proverbs
16:25)

All a man’s ways seem right to him, but the Lord weighs the heart. (Proverbs 21:2)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. (John 1:1-3)

“Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?" "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting, the
Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. | have appeared to you to appoint
you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show
you. I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. | am sending you
to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place
among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” (Acts 26:15-18)

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging
to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into
his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9)

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. (Psalm 119:105)
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