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Thank You!
We pray the materials
provided in this booklet
will help you to become a
more engaged Christian
witness to the glory of God
as you share his gift
of salvation to all people.

OUR MISSION
The mission of Christian
Life Resources is to use life
and family issues as
bridges to convey the love
of God and to share the
message of salvation
through Christ. We love
because HE first loved us.

NEW BEGINNINGS’
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The mission of New
Beginnings is to help a single
mother develop spiritually in
God’s Word, become a
responsible citizen in society,
continue her education,
achieve self-sufficiency and be
a competent and loving
Christian parent.

BORN THIS WAY

REV. ROBERT FLEISCHMANN
NATIONAL DIRECTOR, CHRISTIAN LIFE RESOURCES

Adapted from Pastor Fleischmann's blog (RobertFleischmann.com)
from August 27, 2013:
It is becoming a common mantra among those who cite sexual
preferences outside of the norm. New Jersey recently banned
counseling against homosexuality. California led the charge when
it outlawed counseling against homosexual inclinations in late
2012. The state is now considering a challenge of the tax-exempt
status of agencies like the Little League, the Boy Scouts, the Cub
Scouts,the Girl Scouts, the Young Men’s Christian Association, the
Young Women’s Christian Association, the Future Farmers of
America, the Future Homemakers of America, the 4-H Clubs, the
Boys Clubs, and the Girls Clubs if they do not embrace new
proposed gender identity and sexual guidelines that are
consistent with our permissive culture.

It’s too early to tell if this effort will get any traction, but experience
suggests it is only a matter of time before the showdown will begin.
It does, however, raise the question as to whether deviant sexual
interests are products of the will or organically programmed into people.
In other words, are some “born that way”?
I have read my share of medical papers to believe that brain physiology,
genetic predispositions, organically or artificially altered states, and
environmental influences all remain reasonable explanations for
departure from behavior deemed acceptable by Scripture. These things
might explain maladies ranging from alcoholism to anger, from
schizophrenia to suicide, from pedophilia to pornography addiction, and
from asexual interests to hyper-sexualized and diverse sexual interests.
Society has increasingly accommodated these deviations by ascribing
degrees of guilt. In fact, there is even “non guilt” when mental defect can
be established.

God’s perspective on these things, however, remains unchanged.
Scripture teaches us that these anomalies to God’s standard of
perfection are the result of sin in the world. The effects of sin are deep
and infectious. The ground and the animals demonstrated the
immediate effects of sin by yielding weeds (Genesis 3:17) and becoming
dangerous (Leviticus 26:22).
The maladies of sin affect the human body. Cancers corrupt cell
structure. Telomerase cells weaken and decline with age. It looks likely
that vulnerability to maladies is sometimes mapped in DNA structures,
genetically altering over generations. It is, therefore, not surprising, that
the intellectual organ (the brain) is or can be affected by time and the
consequences of sin. Predispositions towards activities that might not
otherwise have been there prior to the fall would be a natural
consequence of sin’s degrading quality.

Though society recognizes this and accommodates to some extent for
the effects of changes in the brain, it is noteworthy that society also
prescribes treatments for some issues deemed undesirable (i.e.,
alcoholism, pedophilia, schizophrenia, etc.) while changing its position
on previously abnormal conditions (i.e., homosexuality). There is an
arbitrariness in the way society picks and chooses what is perverse and
what is now acceptable. Finding an organic explanation for a condition
simply makes accommodating it pleasing to human reason.
The reality, however, is the static nature to God’s ordinances of pleasing
and non-pleasing lifestyle choices. It has been convenient for some to
dismiss portions of God’s Word which speak against behavior that today
is accepted in the secular world. The arbitrariness of that approach to
Scripture casts into doubt the pertinence of all Scripture.
In the end, however, our concern is always for the soul of each person.
Because of sin, any sin, none of us meets God’s standard for perfection
(Romans 3:23). God’s solution is not so lame as to rest on human reason
(1 Corinthians 1:18-25). In a mystery that confounds and sometimes
separates Christian denominations, the act of believing rests not on the
mere action of human reason but happens by the power of God the Holy
Spirit (Matthew 16:16-17; 1 Corinthians 12:3).
Maladies that affect our cognitive processes are no match for the
redemptive power of Jesus Christ. Susceptibility to some sins possibly
caused by something wrong in the brain creates a greater challenge for
that person who, in faith, set out to live according to God’s will. Even the
Apostle Paul could not beat his “thorn in the flesh” and rested wholly on
the mercy and deliverance of God through Christ (2 Corinthians 12:7-10).
The blessings of scientific discoveries may conclusively identify organic
causes for all things deemed sinful in Scripture. Christians will use those
studies to make them more aware of the challenges he or she faces in
their desire to walk according to God’s will. To suggest that organic
maladies make some sins permissible would be a denial of the
consistent revelation of God as to the eternal consequences of sin. In the
end the Christian leans on the merits of Christ. God accepted Christ’s
work and credits it to our account before Him. God accepted the
sacrifice of Jesus and declared us “not guilty” of sin. Our walk in life,
therefore, is the perpetual mission of living up to that sinless declaration
from God (Philippians 3:12-14) – regardless of organic explanations of the
forces that compel us to do otherwise.

I AM PERSONALLY OPPOSED, BUT…
REV. ROBERT FLEISCHMANN
NATIONAL DIRECTOR, CHRISTIAN LIFE RESOURCES

I am sure you have heard it too. “I am personally opposed to abortion,
but I don’t think I can or should force my convictions on others.” Get real!
It’s time we recognize the inconsistency and foolishness of that notion.
Yet, because a number of pro-life Christians have expressed this view, I
think it is time to clearly explain why such a view is incorrect in this
matter.
Understand Who You Are
You and I are, first and foremost, children of God. Paul tells us, “If we live,
we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live
or die, we belong to the Lord.” (Romans 14:8). We should all know that
we belong to God, but we must live in the world.

While God acknowledges that reality, he does not allow that reality to
compromise our relationship with God. Jesus told us, “No servant can
serve two masters” (Luke 16:13). And Peter reminds us, “Anyone who
chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God” (James
4:4). Christian convictions reflective of God’s will reign supreme over
efforts to accommodate a plurality in society.
Understand Different Types of Issues
There are essentially three types of issues which confront every Christian:
1) those issues clearly addressed by Scripture (the black and white
issues); 2) those issues which may be addressed by Scripture but do not
have a clear application (the gray issues); and, 3) those issues which are
not addressed by Scripture and are left to personal judgment (in
theological circles they are called adiaphoron.) The gray area issues are
often resolved by evaluating motive. We ask ourselves “why” we would
do, or not do, something. Gray issues often prompt us to dig deeper into
God’s word to find the applicable principles in order for us to make an
informed decision rooted in faith. This, in turn, causes us to prayerfully
desire to do the will of God. The black and white issues are clear-cut
actions such as stealing. God leaves no doubt that stealing is wrong
(Exodus 20:15). Once that principle is applied, some may debate whether

stealing $1 million or stealing a box of paper clips should or should not
be punished differently. The issue, of course, is the resulting action (the
punishment), not the action itself (the stealing). Likewise, we may debate
how we might best help in protecting our neighbor’s property and
business. While the “how” may be in question, the requirement to help
with such protection remains (1 Corinthians 10:24).
The answers to “how” questions are often adiaphoron. God’s Word does
not always direct us in exactly “how” to obey his will. That is left to our
Christian freedom. We are free to choose the manner that best reflects
our faith in following his will.
Understand Different Passions
An element that clouds this entire discussion is the role of passion. Many
people become quite impassioned about issues of adiaphoron. Others
show little if any passion regarding issues clearly addressed by Scripture.
Misguided passion is criticized in Scripture by Christ when he said, “What
good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his
very self?” (Luke 9:25).

Christians may differ greatly in their areas of interest and the intensity of
those interests. God, however, reserves passion to be directed toward
himself. Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest
commandment” (Matthew 22:37-38). Misguided passion, therefore, is
more than just impassioned extremism. It is often passion where it
shouldn’t be. Paul’s directive for us speaks clearly, “So whether you eat
or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians
10:31). A Christian’s passion is misguided when it is not directed to the
glory of God.
Put It All Together
It is with this understanding in mind that Christians are compelled to
reject the argument that they could be personally against abortion but
they couldn’t take action to prevent others from having an abortion.

Intentionally taking the life of an unborn child is murder. God speaks
clearly against murder in his commandments, and God clearly speaks of
the unborn child as a person from conception (Psalm 51:5). We, therefore,
obey this commandment by not killing unborn children.

God also clearly directs us to protect human life (Proverbs 31:8, 24:11;
Matthew 25:35-36). We obey this commandment by doing what is right to
protect unborn human life. Perhaps the most impacting way in which we
provide this protection is to assure that laws protect unborn lives. A
Christian is compelled to force this “protectionist” view of life on all of
society for the same reason he does so regarding stealing.
Stealing from others and murdering unborn children are both against
the will of God. Christians are not free to go against the will of God.
The Other Issues
There are three issues raised when the above application is used in
electing candidates for public office. The first issue is the argument that
Christians must always and only vote for pro-life candidates. It is best to
approach this issue from a different perspective. It is beneficial to
consider the abortion issue on the same level as any issue involving
killing.

For example, let’s say candidate John Doe is running for public office. He
stands for everything for which you stand. He wants lower taxes, better
schools, and a healthy environment, and peace in our land. He has the
same views on every position with one exception: he believes that a
mother should have the right to kill her two-year-old child at any time
during that child’s second year. If you are like most people, no matter
how much you agree with his other positions, his stand on killing twoyear-olds disqualifies him.
We do a disservice to the Biblical principle if we treat the life of an
unborn child with less respect than that of a two-year-old. Being pro-life
does not make a person the best candidate for an office but making a
stand in support of laws that allow the killing of children, even those in
the womb, disqualifies that candidate.
The second issue is the question of what to do when a candidate takes a
pro-life stance, but his or her positions on other issues are unacceptable.
That depends. One must ask, “What are those other issues? Are they
matters of adiaphoron or are they matters of Scripture?”

While Scripture leaves no doubt about the incorrectness of killing it says
little or nothing about such issues as raising or lowering taxes, building
an arsenal or disarmament. While we may view these issues as related to
some Biblical principles, they are not, in and of themselves, Biblical
principles. Positions that authorize the wrongful taking of human life (i.e.
the current practice of abortion) are direct affronts to a Biblical
principle.
The third is the dilemma of what to do when a candidate takes both
“right” and “wrong” positions with regard to the will of God. This is further
complicated by the fact that the opposing candidate may be making the
same errors on different issues. For example, candidate John Doe is prolife, but he also is pro-homosexual rights. His opponent is pro-abortion,
but he is against assisted suicide. These represent conflicting Biblical
principles. What are we to do?
There are a number of approaches. The first is to refrain from voting for
either one … to do nothing when there are no alternatives. A second
option would be to provide a write-in candidate. This may be perceived
as throwing away a vote, but remember that you may also be sending a
message.

Another option is to vote for the lesser-of-two-evils. This wording is used
cautiously as evil is evil and a Christian voter would never vote for evil.
What is meant is that a vote is cast for the candidate whose incorrect
position(s) have the least impact. For example, a pro-homosexual, prolife candidate might be a possible choice if it is reasonably expected
that his pro-homosexual position can be corrected or will not be an issue
during his time in office.
Is It a Sin?
Is voting for some candidates (i.e. pro-abortion candidates) a sin? The
answer can be “yes” or “no”. If motives are less-than-pure or hearts are
less-than-focused on giving God all glory (1 Corinthians 10:31), there is
that risk of sinning. So, yes, you can sin when you vote. A heart, placed
against the clear word of God, will reveal whether or not sin has taken
place.

“I am personally opposed to abortion, but…” should not come from
Christians’ lips. We are, first and foremost, Christians… not civil
libertarians. As Christians, we know that there are simply some things
that are not right and our good consciences cannot allow others to do
wrong things.

BOYS, GIRLS AND EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN
REV. ROBERT FLEISCHMANN
NATIONAL DIRECTOR, CHRISTIAN LIFE RESOURCES

It can be dangerous to express an opinion on the state of sexuality in
today’s world. Once it is known, such expression on this contentious
subject can result in dissension among loved ones. Your circle of friends
shrinks and your family members can begin to fall out of touch. You
might be inclined to say, “I wish I had just kept my mouth shut.”
Nevertheless, Christians are compelled out of love for God and others to
speak the truth. That doesn’t mean running around with a sharp stick
looking for an eye to stick it in. Enveloped in the instruction to speak the
truth are the concepts of humility, love, compassion, and patience
(Philippians 2:3; Colossians 3:12; Titus 3:2) and the ultimate goals are to
correct and turn attention to God (Ezekiel 3:16-21; 1 Timothy 2:4; 2
Timothy 2:4,23-25). Such goals cannot be achieved without having some
sort of positive relationship, and you don’t get that relationship by namecalling or bullying.
Introspection
“There but by the grace of God go I.” Time has helped me to realize that
non-issues for one can be big issues for another. That point hit home
powerfully when, as a student at the seminary, my professor said, “God
knew what he was doing assigning me as a rural pastor in the Midwest
and not placing me in Las Vegas. I never had the temptation to run
around with other women or was given to drink, but I don’t think I could
have withstood the temptation to gamble.”

I was stunned by those words. My parents lived in Nevada for a few years.
I once played the penny slot machine for 90 minutes until my 30 pennies
were gone. I had no desire to go back, do it again, raise the stakes, etc. I
was not tempted whatsoever by flashing lights and the sound of coins
jingling in the tray. For my seminary professor, however, it was a supreme
temptation.

It is easy to smugly look down on those who wrestle with issues of
sexuality when it is not our issue. For those who have embraced their
birth gender without doubt, it is difficult to understand those who feel
differently. Yet, like a professor who feared a gambling addiction, each
person is different. Even the Apostle Paul — who saw Jesus on the road to
Damascus (Acts 9:4-5), who raised the dead (Acts 20:7-12), and who wrote
volumes on the Christian faith and lifestyle — wrestled with sins he knew
better to leave alone (Romans 7:19).
Thoughtful and honest introspection reveals our own sins and great
inadequacies (Romans 7:24). Maybe our issue is gossip, pornography,
selfishness, thoughtlessness, shallowness, etc. An unfiltered evaluation by
family and friends might be a sobering revelation for all of us as to the
troubling issues we each have.
Rather than making gender issues a topic of disgust, think of it as the sin
someone wrestles with, as much as we each wrestle with our own sins.
It Is a Sin
Yes, homosexuality and any sexual perversion are sins. Those are bold
words in a post-modernist society in which the phrase, “To each his own,”
is becoming the new standard of right and wrong. Nevertheless, the
Bible remains exceptionally clear on this point. Consider the
following: Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is
detestable. (Leviticus 18:22)
If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have
done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be
on their own heads. (Leviticus 20:13)
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their
women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. In the same
way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were
inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with
other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their
perversion. Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain
the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do
what ought not to be done. (Romans 1:26–28)

Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?
Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor
adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves
nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit
the kingdom of God. (1 Corinthians 6:9–10)

As the movement towards self-selecting gender gains steam, genderneutral advocates dismiss these passages for any of the following
reasons:
1. The passages are not part of the “inspired” Word of God and only
reflect a cultural notion of the time.
2. The Apostle Paul himself must have been homosexual and felt guilty
about it because of cultural pressures. That is why he writes so
strenuously against it.
3. The passages do not speak against homosexuality but against
unfaithfulness in a committed relationship or perhaps against
pederasty (sexual relations between an adult and adolescent male).

Do you see what is happening? Remember what Paul wrote to Timothy:
Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct,
rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.
For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine.
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They
will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. (2
Timothy 4:2–4)
In our sinfulness we all do this. We develop a bad habit, want something
that we know we should not have, and begin to twist God’s Word to fit
our desires. This is called a “confirmation bias.” We develop a conviction
and then selectively research to confirm the conviction.
I get it. Without a doubt, most — if not all — who are sliding into the selfselecting gender notion desperately want to feel at peace. Sometimes,
however, that peace does not come in this life (2 Corinthians 12:7-9).
Nature or Nurture
The nature/nurture debate has been around for centuries as we try to
understand diverse compulsions. Is our tendency to become quickly
angered a result of learning in our youth (nurture), or is there a genetic
link to it (nature)? Similar questions can be asked about alcoholism,
kleptomania (thievery), pornography, etc. Studies in animals have
revealed remarkable things about both nature and nurture.

Ivan Pavlov, a Russian physiologist, found that through positive and
negative incentives, reflexes can be conditioned to bring about certain
responses (nurture). Applied to people it is a theory that positive
reinforcement of certain attitudes and lifestyle can result in directed
lifestyle choices.
Genetics also may play a part. Studies suggest there might be genetic
predispositions toward certain social behaviors, such as alcoholism and
aggression. Some people claim sexuality is genetically predisposed. It is
suggested, regardless of birth gender, some individuals cannot help but
feel they should be the opposite sex.

Every study I have read on the genetic link between social behavior and
sexuality agrees that to-date there is no specific drinking gene,
aggression chromosome, or gay lobe of the brain . Nevertheless, the
estimate is that genetics could have up to a 50% effect. In other words,
with a family history of aggression, alcoholism, or sexuality issues,
genetics might come into play – but only partially.
Christians look at these things from a different perspective. Since Adam’s
fall into sin everyone is predisposed to sin (Genesis 8:21; Romans 8:7). Call
it nature or nurture, the reality is that given the choice to do right things
or wrong things, we are inclined to do wrong things. That inclination
may be the way we are, but it does not make it right.
I believe, right or wrong, perception is one’s reality. If one person is
content in their birth gender that is a comfortable reality. If someone is
not content in their birth gender, it is their uncomfortable reality. The
difference is this: God approves one and rejects the other.
Yet, in our natural rebellion to God we are tempted to declare wrong
things as right (Isaiah 5:20). We may perceive we were made with the
wrong gender. In fact, we may even discover a true and compelling
genetic predisposition towards a gender opposite of our birth gender. It
doesn’t make it right.
The Real Issue
The real issue is not whether gay people are truly gay in their nature or
as a result of nurture. It is what it is. The real issue is where we derive
truth.

I have heard the locker room smack that some people are either too
ugly, too fat, or too weird to find a mate of the opposite sex so they turn
to the gay lifestyle. I know of no study to support those notions.
I have read the blogs and heard the protests that standing by
heterosexual relationships and insisting that we accept our birth genders
is homophobic. There is no “truth” in that attitude either.

Through the years there has been one mainstay of truth and that is the
Word of God (Psalm 119:105; John 17:17). Since the Garden of Eden that
truth has been under attack. Whether it is Satan distorting the words of
God or it is the evil inclination of our hearts twisting God’s Word to make
it fit our desires, truth is under attack.
There is no logic in the current moral direction of the country which
suggests truth is more subjective. The exercise of individual freedom is
always subject to some standard – whether it is the regulations of a
subdivision, the rules of an organization, or the laws of the nation.
Christians err in failing to recognize the power of having truth on their
side. We are shocked at the vitriol against it, but should it really surprise
us? Did not Christ face the hatred of his own people? (John 15:18).
opposition and harsh rhetoric does not make the truth no longer the
truth. It just means some people oppose it.
We have, however, a ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). Our
goal is not to call out sin but to restore sinners. Yes, we certainly must
recognize sin when we see it but to criminalize sin is not the Christian’s
endgame. Our focus is to bring reconciliation between the sinner and
the Creator. We are to be the conduits of love and the messengers of
sacrifice and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.
Like children released in a candy store, sexual freedoms seem to spread
like wildfire. The Christian reaction is to foster correction with great
patience and careful instruction (2 Timothy 4:2) and perseverance. Don’t
expect to be warmly received, but don’t be the cause of bitterness. Be
the messenger of hope, the practitioner of compassion and the epitome
of patience. After all, consider all that God puts up with in us.

TELL THE TRUTH

REV. ROBERT FLEISCHMANN
NATIONAL DIRECTOR, CHRISTIAN LIFE RESOURCES

Why Are We Here?
Christian Life Resources (CLR) was never a ministry about convincing
pro-life people to be pro-life. Though we serve all people, we are
doctrinally aligned with the Wisconsin and Evangelical Lutheran Synods.
Both church bodies have official pro-life statements on the abortion
issue. Speaking worldly, CLR wouldn’t provide a product people want in
these church bodies if we were about convincing people to be pro-life. It
would be like selling refrigerators to the Eskimos.
The Truth and Unborn Babies
CLR exists to: 1) serve as a voice for pro-life Christians on life and family
issues; and, 2) offer insight and tools to help pro-life Christians be prolife in a manner consistent with Scripture. A case in point is the
undercover video released Tuesday, July 14, 2015, showing a Planned
Parenthood (PP) medical director during a casual lunch of salad and
wine as she discusses the sale of fetal body parts procured from
abortions done by PP affiliates.

Properly, the pro-life movement responded with disgust and outrage.
Predictably, the pro-abortion response was accusatory, claiming creative
editing and deception. New York Magazine said it was nothing more
than “wacky relatives” acting wacky.
Pro-life politicians pounced on the story while pro-abortion politicians
avoided it.
And then there are those on the CLR mailing list. They know God’s
testimony that life begins at conception (Psalm 51:5), and He condemns
murder (Exodus 20:13). They know about a call to action (Proverbs 31:8),
and they know most calls to action require sacrifice (Philippians 2:3-5).
The question nags, however, “What should I do?” or more poignantly,
“What can I do?”

Undoubtedly, Planned Parenthood can expect a backlash. Those
engaged in protests outside of PP abortion clinics have more evidence
(as if more were needed) to reveal the true nature of Planned
Parenthood. There likely will be a termination, resignation or
reassignment of those caught in the act or those who set up the meeting
in which the secret video was taped.
In time, however, one can also expect the dust to settle. The righteous
indignation of the pro-life community, bolstered by the event, will likely
subside. The pro-abortion community will likely engage in revenge
tactics (i.e., secret cameras in pro-life pregnancy resource centers or the
introduction of new legislative initiatives), and in a few months or years
this will be forgotten.
Why? It is because those who defend abortion and those who are pro-life
speak from completely different perspectives.
Commenting on the stealth video encounter, one pro-abortion advocate
stated, “Abortion is gross, no doubt about it. It becomes grosser later in
the pregnancy it gets. But so is heart surgery. So is childbirth, for that
matter.” 1 In the end, defenders of abortion recognize, as one advocate
had said, that “…the death of a fetus is a real death.” 2
From that shocking admission two decades ago, the abortion rights
industry began practicing a new candor based on a revised moral ethic
that some lives are just not that important. 3 This new ethic opened the
door to legalized physician assisted suicide 4 and the practice of
infanticide 5 .
The answer is so simple that many refuse to believe it. “Tell the truth.”
The Apostle Paul said, “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator” (Romans
1:25). Is that not what is happening today?
God, through Jesus Christ, made everything (John 1:3). Yet the role of God
has fallen far behind created things. Jesus taught us to pray, “Thy will be
done,” and yet the prevailing mantra is “My body, my choice and my way.”
It is time for us to tell the truth.

Granted, the world shows little interest in the truth. 6 It’s an old trick
dating back to the beginning of time (Genesis 3:1ff) when, after Adam
and Eve feasted on the fruit from the forbidden tree, the human race
demanded its own variable standards of what is right and wrong, good
and bad.
Today, however, we must heed God’s persistent call to tell the truth
(Ephesians 4:25).
The Truth and Equality
On June 26, 2015, the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS)
delivered a landmark 5-4 decision in Obergefell v. Hodges stating a
constitutional right exists in allowing same-sex marriage.

The core argument of the petitioners was that legally-recognized samesex marriage was implicit in the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution which states in part:
All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State
wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor
shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without
due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the
equal protection of the laws. 7
In truth, the Fourteenth Amendment was intended to clarify the
Thirteenth Amendment which simply stated:
Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted,
shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction.
Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation. 8
The Fourteenth Amendment was supposed to make clear the abolition of
slavery, entitling former slaves to equal protection under the law.

The Fourteenth Amendment later served as the bedrock of the landmark
1954 Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka SCOTUS ruling which
declared the unconstitutionality of segregated schools. In a unanimous
ruling the Court cited the Fourteenth Amendment in preventing
different treatment for different races.
What happened afterwards created a new and shifting foundation for
more rights in America.
The “Right to Privacy”
On June 7, 1965, SCOTUS ruled 7-2 in Griswold v. Connecticut that the
Fourteenth Amendment protected an implied “right to privacy” – though
it was not explicitly stated in the Amendment or in the Bill of Rights to
the Constitution. Writing for the majority, Justice William Douglas
indicated a “right to privacy” was implied through “penumbras, formed
by emanations” in the Constitution. 9

This perceived “right to privacy” became the lynchpin for the subsequent
1973 SCOTUS ruling in Roe v. Wade legalizing abortion, as well as the
June 26, 2015, 5-4 ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges legalizing gay marriage.
In the majority ruling in Obergefell , Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote,
The nature of injustice is that we may not always see it in our own times.
The generations that wrote and ratified the Bill of Rights and the
Fourteenth Amendment did not presume to know the extent of freedom
in all of its dimensions, and so they entrusted to future generations a
character protecting the rights of all persons to enjoy liberty as we learn
its meaning. 10
What Justice Kennedy and his fellow affirming justices contended is that
truth and its offspring of freedom, rights and entitlements are evolving.
To this point Chief Justice John Roberts wrote in his dissenting opinion:
But this Court is not a legislature. Whether same-sex marriage is a good
idea should be of no concern to us. Under the Constitution, judges have
power to say what the law is, not what it should be. The people who
ratified the Constitution authorized courts to exercise “neither force nor
will but merely judgment.” 11

Justice Antonin Scalia, in his dissenting opinion, echoed this concern:
It is of overwhelming importance, however, who it is that rules me.
Today’s decree says that my Ruler, and the Ruler of 320 million
Americans coast-to-coast, is a majority of the nine lawyers on the
Supreme Court. The opinion in these cases is the furthest extension in
fact—and the furthest extension one can even imagine—of the Court’s
claimed power to create “liberties” that the Consti tution and its
Amendments neglect to mention. This practice of constitutional revision
by an unelected commit tee of nine, always accompanied (as it is today)
by extrav agant praise of liberty, robs the People of the most im portant
liberty they asserted in the Declaration of Independence and won in the
Revolution of 1776: the freedom to govern themselves. 12
Justice Samuel Alito also agreed with Scalia’s observation in his
dissenting opinion.
Justice Clarence Thomas further raised concerns about the high Court’s
erroneous contention that it has the power to legislate, rather than
judge, law. In quoting from Amici Curiae 7 submitted by Seventh Day
Adventists et al Thomas wrote, “In our society, marriage is not simply a
governmental institution; it is a religious institution as well.” He then
went on to say:
Today’s decision might change the former, but it cannot change the
latter. It appears all but inevitable that the two will come into conflict,
particularly as individuals and churches are confronted with demands to
participate in and endorse civil marriages between same-sex couples. 13
It was, however, Justice Thomas’ opening words in his dissent that
resonate with Christians. He wrote:
The Court’s decision today is at odds not only with the Constitution, but
with the principles upon which our Nation was built. Since well before
1787, liberty has been understood as freedom from government action,
not enti tlement to government benefits. The Framers created our
Constitution to preserve that understanding of liberty. Yet the majority
invokes our Constitution in the name of a “liberty” that the Framers
would not have recognized, to the detriment of the liberty they sought

to protect. Along the way, it rejects the idea—captured in our Declaration
of Independence—that human dignity is innate and suggests instead that
it comes from the Government. This distor tion of our Constitution not
only ignores the text, it inverts the relationship between the individual
and the state in our Republic. I cannot agree with it. 14
Human Dignity is “Innate”
Justice Thomas touched on a point that the laws and imaginations of
mere mortals cannot fully fathom. He used the term, “innate,” to describe
human dignity. It is goes by the terms, “intrinsic” and “inherent.” These
words suggest there is a value beyond that which can be changed. It is
an objective or absolute value established in the nature of a person, item
or institution.

Human dignity has such intrinsic value that it is not defined by the
courts of the land or by a legislature – but by the truth of God’s Word.
Life has human dignity – an inherent value – because it is not our
handiwork but God’s gift, a blessing to be managed as God’s creation.
God permits us to participate but not replace Him in His mastery over
life and death (Deuteronomy 32:39; Psalm 31:15).

Because human dignity is innate it defies any definition or qualification
other than that placed on it by its Author. It was God who not only
created life but also instituted marriage (Genesis 2:24 and Ephesians
5:31ff). Human dignity was not the invention of the created, but the
design of the Creator so we cannot usurp it.
Abortion is an assault not only on the most vulnerable members of the
human race but on the Creator Himself. Killing a life because it lacks
value or desire is an affront to Him who gives life and who sacrificed His
own Son to redeem all life.
Think of it this way: If I borrowed your car, would you want me to drive it
and care for it in any way I wish? Or, would you prefer I drove it and
cared for it as you would? The answer is obvious. For that reason
Christians are not in the business of destroying life and selling body parts
for profit.
Likewise, marriage was not some invention of a culture looking to pair up
lonely people. God Himself determined that coupling human beings as a
male and female team was a good thing; woman would be a “helper” to
man and “opposite” to him – God alludes that the woman is the sexual
complement of man.
The language is explicit and is denied only in religious circles that have
rejected parts of Scripture as a guide and standard for truth. But we live
by the truth. It is the truth which instructs us on the way we should live.
It is the truth that tells us how to be right with God and to live truly free
lives (John 8:32).
What Now?
Pro-life and pro-family forces are rallying the troops to begin concerted
efforts in challenging these violations of God’s will. That is fine, and I
favor God-pleasing efforts to protect life and to honor the institutions
established by God. Be advised, however, of Scripture’s warning: “Do not
put your trust in princes, in mortal men, who cannot save” (Psalm 146:3).

Many pro-life advocates have high expectations that by accelerating
passage of pro-life laws on the state level, it could force a challenge all
the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. Justice Kennedy is held out as the
most promising swing-vote “moderate” on the Court who along with
Justices Roberts, Scalia, Thomas and Alioto may restore the right to life
for unborn children. I could be wrong (and I hope I am), but after reading
Kennedy’s justification for legalized gay marriage and the vocal dissent
he certainly heard from the minority on the Court, which was ignored, I
am not optimistic. Kennedy clearly demonstrates he has bought into the
notion that there is little in the world of intrinsic value – most is subject
to either legislative or judicial interpretation. I do not see either a
legislative or judicial solution to these problems.
Rather, the solution is what it always has been – that Christians
consistently, fervently and passionately speak the truth in love
(Ephesians 4:15). More than that, we are to act in love (1 John 3:18) with
demonstrations of patience and a willingness to instruct (2 Timothy 4:2).
What we have in our nation is a movement contrary to the will of God.
No surprise there – history is full of such activity and Scripture prophesies
of this contrary behavior in the world. Nevertheless, we cannot be
complacent (Revelation 3:15ff), and we cannot be timid (2 Timothy 1:7).
We ought not to be mean-spirited, harsh or self-righteous. We are
instead to be imitators of Christ (Philippians 2:5, 1 Peter 2:21)
approaching sin in a spirit of love (1 Peter 4:8). Our goal should be to
share the message of truth about our fallen relationship with God
because of sin and our restored relationship through Christ. It is through
that restored relationship that people make right choices (1 John 2:3-4)
about abortion, assisted suicide, marriage, and all other current and
future life and family issues.
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July 16, 2015)
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CHRISTIAN LIFE RESOURCES
ABORTION POSITION STATEMENT

PREAMBLE
A Christian demonstrates thankfulness to a loving and forgiving God by
doing what is good and avoiding what is evil. The Holy Scriptures
proclaim God’s will for what is to be done and what is to be avoided.
It is that same Word of God which compels Christians and Christian
agencies to perform charitable work for the care of others. Christians
and Christian agencies are also compelled to commend faithful living
and point out error by proclaiming God’s Word. It is the purpose of this
statement to glorify God by proclaiming his truth, speaking against
error, and advocating charitable work for the benefit of others.

ABSTRACT
Human life exists already at conception. It is a gift from God. He also
reserves for himself the authority to take human life. Aborting an
unborn child for any reason, other than to preserve a human life, is a
practice condemned by the Word of God and therefore is wrong.

BACKGROUND
In 1973 the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Roe v. Wade and its companion
case, Doe v. Bolton , that a woman has the legal right to avail herself of
elective abortion services. This right to abortion was to extend
throughout the entire term of the pregnancy with only minor
restrictions imposed as the pregnancy progresses. The practices of self
abortion and performing abortions on women have been around for
centuries. Abortion for the purpose of saving the life of a mother has
generally been accepted in societies. Its broader legalization in 1973
brought to the forefront the fundamental questions of life, individual
rights, and freedom.

The issues which appear at the focal point of the debate for Christians
are:
The
The
live
The
The

beginning of human life
competing interest between individual freedom and the right to
spiritual welfare of the mother and child
extent Christian beliefs on an issue can be applied publicly

(N.B. Often euphemistic terms such as pregnancy termination,
pregnancy reduction, and others are used in place of the word
abortion in order to minimize the serious moral implications of the
procedure.)

TERMINOLOGY
ABORTION
Abortion is the expulsion or removal of an unborn child from the womb
resulting in the death of that child. Generally, there are three types of
abortion:
Spontaneous: The action of the body in which a child, usually in the
very early stages of gestation, dies in the womb and is naturally
expelled. A spontaneous abortion is unintentional and is often called
a miscarriage.
Medically Necessary: To intentionally terminate the life of an
unborn child once it is determined continuing the pregnancy would
end the life of both mother and child. Abortions for this reason are
becoming rarer with the advancements of medicine, but they do
occur.
Elective: To terminate the life of an unborn child for any reason
other than the saving of the mother’s life. This includes situations in
which the mother’s health might be endangered but not necessarily
her life.
CONCEPTION
That point when sperm fertilizes an egg and cell division commences.

IMPLANTATION
That point when a fertilized egg implants in the uterine lining and
continues its growth.
ECTOPIC PREGNANCY
The result of a fertilized egg implanting itself outside the uterine
cavity, most commonly in the fallopian tube, which is called a tubal
pregnancy.

THE ISSUES
SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION
God’s Word does not mention abortion in any place. The fact that
Scripture neither mentions the word “abortion,” nor addresses more
directly the issues of spontaneous, medically necessary or elective
abortions does not mean this matter is left to personal judgment. God
establishes principles in his Word which reveal his will on abortion.

What the Scriptures Say About Human Life
(NOTE: Exodus 21:22-25 is omitted in the following list of passages
because of exegetical difficulties. We have decided to cite passages
that speak more clearly.)
Human Beings are Unique and Prized in All God’s Creation
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let
them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the
livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along
the ground.” (Genesis 1:26)

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)
God distinguishes human beings by giving them authority over all
other living things. God further distinguishes human beings by the
unique way he created them in his own image.
Human Beings Consist of Body and Soul
…and the dust turns to the ground it came from, and the spirit returns
to God who gave it. (Ecclesiastes 12:7)

Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in
hell. (Matthew 10:28)
Human beings on earth are further distinguished by their unique
constitution of both body and soul. The possession of a soul is
exclusively assigned to human beings.
Human Beings Exist in the Womb
People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them.
When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. (Luke 18:15)

As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my
womb leaped for joy. (Luke 1:44)
The gospel writer, Luke, was both an inspired writer of Scripture and a
physician. He used the same word, baby, to describe the born and
unborn child. Neither his medical knowledge nor the Holy Spirit’s
guidance moved him to make any differentiation between the two.
Protecting the Life of Human Beings is a Primary Concern
Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in
the image of God has God made man. (Genesis 9:6)
Even though human beings after the flood were permitted to take
plant and animal life for food, they were not to take human life,
because, unlike animal life, it was created in the image of God. God
allows for the practice of capital punishment (see also Romans 13:4)
as just retribution for an act of murder.
Human Beings Face an Eternal Accounting for Sin
If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life
maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes
out. (Mark 9:43)

For the wages of sin is death . . . (Romans 6:23a)
…man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment…
(Hebrews 9:27)

God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give
relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful
angels. He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus. (2 Thessalonians 1:6-8)
In contrast to animals and other forms of life, human beings are
responsible for their actions and face eternal consequences because
of sin.
Accountability for Sin Establishes the Beginning of Human Life
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived
me. (Psalm 51:5)
As moral creatures God holds individual human beings accountable
for sin. That accountability is already evident at conception. (NOTE: In
the Old Testament the Israelites considered conception to take place
at the earliest possible moment. The root for the Hebrew word
“conceive” means “to burn” and is often used to describe the passion
in intercourse. The entire procreative process is viewed as a unit
concept, running from intercourse to delivery. Genesis 4:1 provides us
with such an example.) We can say with certainty that human life
exists at conception.
All Human Beings are Declared Forgiven and Righteous in Christ
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5:19)

But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness
from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There
is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came
by Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:21-24)
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John
3:16)

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God not by works, so that no one can boast.
(Ephesians 2:8-9)
Jesus lived and died in our place. All people are declared righteous
because of his perfect life and forgiven because of his all-sufficient
death. The individual receives this free gift of forgiveness through
Christ, not by works, but only by God’s gracious gift of faith.
Christians Seek to Glorify God When Making Decisions about
Human Life
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of
God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those
who earnestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6)
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends. (John 15:13)
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. (1 John 4:10)
Believers are called to do all things to the glory of God, that is, to do
his will out of love for him. In a world of sin, doing God’s will may
involve facing difficult decisions which could carry with them
unfortunate consequences. For instance, in those rare circumstances
where a mother might die from her pregnancy, a mother and father
may have to decide whether to terminate the pregnancy rather than
lose the lives of both mother and child. Such decisions become even
more difficult when the parents are confronted with the prospect of
postponing potentially life-preserving treatment for the mother so as
to not endanger the life of the unborn child (ex.: treatment for
maternal cancer which may prove fatal for the unborn child).
We caution that so-called “exceptions to abortion” ought not broaden
the criteria for a justifiable abortion. A Christian will not lose sight of
the fact that taking a human life for any reason other than saving a
life, is wrong.

Because of the high regard God places on human life we reject
abortion for reasons of physical defects in the unborn child. God has
demonstrated the high value he places on all human life, regardless
of its varying degrees of quality of life. We also reject abortion as a socalled “instrument of compassion” for pregnant victims of rape or
incest. There is no biblical justification for punishing the unborn child
with death for the sins of the father. Rather, we encourage
compassionate care and assistance to such victims throughout their
pregnancy and the process of determining whether she wants to
continue caring for the child after birth or place the child for
adoption.

Conclusion
God’s Word instructs us that human life is his unique creation that is to
be protected at all stages, including its earliest stages. Even when a
medical abortion is sought to preserve a mother’s life, the Christian will
always proceed with the intent to preserve all human life whenever
possible. All other reasons for abortion fail to reflect God’s high regard
for human life and our responsibility to protect it.

SECTION 2: INTRODUCTION
Even some advocates of abortion acknowledge that the unborn child is
a life. Others call the child a potential life or a life with potential.
However, the argument is not whether the unborn child is life, but
whether that life has rights under the law. The reasoning is that
because the unborn child fails to have specific legal recognition, the
mother has a compelling interest over against her unborn child.
Abortion proponents readily acknowledge that upon birth there are
constitutional provisions protecting that life, but the essence of
protective constitutional mandates for the unborn child suggests a
legal denial of “personhood” to the unborn child. The result, therefore,
is that the mother may legally exercise her perceived constitutional
right to privacy and abort her child if she so desires.

What Scripture Says about Personal Rights v. the
Right to Life
Christians Are Free From the Curse of Sin
Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.
Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to
it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” (John
8:34-36)

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not
let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. (Galatians 5:1)
Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for
everyone who believes. (Romans 10:4)
By fulfilling the law on our behalf, Jesus freed us from the eternal
curse of sin.
Christians Express Their Freedom by Keeping God’s Will
The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed.
(Luke 4:18)
Our practice of freedom is to reflect our eternal freedom from sin and
damnation made possible by the gift of Jesus Christ as our Savior.
Christian Freedom Finds its Expression in Keeping the Will of God
You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom
to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.
(Galatians 5:13)

Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not
become a stumbling block to the weak. (1 Corinthians 8:9)
Freedom is not absolute, but subject to the will of God. Freedom finds
both its beginning and end in God’s Word and his will that we should
love our neighbor.

Conclusion
Christians express their freedom through the moral obligation of the
law. Obedience to the moral law is an expression of love for God. That
moral law guides us in sharing God-pleasing love to our fellow human
beings. A Christian does not have the right to choose that which is
contrary to God’s will. Apart from God’s expressed command, Christians
cannot take human life, but rather, are obliged to protect it.

SECTION 3: INTRODUCTION
Abortion opponents are often accused of trying to push their religious
views off on the rest of society, yet those who favor abortion do the
same when they hope to push on all of society their personally-held
conviction which allows for abortion on demand. Aside from that
illogic, God’s Word guides us to recognize both the distinction between
privately-held convictions and the Christian’s role in reflecting those
convictions to the world.

What Scripture Says about Expressing Christian
Convictions Publicly
God’s Word Speaks Clearly Concerning the Taking of Human Life

“See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to
death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no one
can deliver out of my hand.” (Deuteronomy 32:39)
“You shall not murder.” (Exodus 20:13)
God condemns murder as sin. Christians can testify to that truth.
Man Has a Natural Knowledge of the Law That Can Be Sensitized
Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things
required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do
not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are
written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and
their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them. (Romans
2:14,15)
Even unbelieving people have a blurred knowledge of God’s law
written in their hearts. Christians can appeal to that knowledge when
testifying that murder is wrong.
When Others Need our Help We Cannot Remain Silent
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility
consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not
only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your
attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 2:3-5)

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me
in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked
after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” (Matthew 25:35,36)
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can
it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be
thrown out and trampled by men. You are the light of the world. A city
on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in
heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16)
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died
for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live
should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them
and was raised again. (2 Corinthians 5:14,15)
Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of
all who are destitute. (Proverbs 31:8)
Motivated by their love for Christ, Christians will put their faith into
action.
Christians Will Exercise their Legal Rights to Protect Life
“Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw
the sword will die by the sword.” (Matthew 26:52)

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is
no authority except that which God has established. The authorities
that exist have been established by God. (Romans 13:1)
Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than
men!” (Acts 5:29)
Christians are encouraged to use the legal avenues in society to
reflect their love for Christ by protecting the lives of others.

Conclusion
A Christian is to be a faithful witness to God’s truth in this world.
Therefore, he will publicly testify to the sanctity of human life and the
sinfulness of elective abortion. In so doing, he protects human life and
proclaims God’s holy truths.

Summary
God’s Word teaches that life exists at conception and is to be
protected from its earliest stage. To abort for any reason other than the
preservation of another life is contrary to God’s Word. Freedom of
choice ends where compromising God’s Word begins. Human beings,
born and unborn, whether healthy or impaired, are of equal value in
God’s eyes. Christians will seek to protect the lives of mothers and
children, care for them, and use God’s Word to correct error and
proclaim truth about life now and for eternity. Since this is God’s
position, it is therefore the position of Christian Life Resources.

OFFICIAL POSITIONS AND
THOUGHTS TO PONDER ON LIFE
AND FAMILY ISSUES
ABORTION
Human life exists already at conception. It is a gift from God. He also
reserves for himself the authority to take human life. Aborting an
unborn child for any reason, other than to preserve a human life, is a
practice condemned by the Word of God and therefore is wrong. 1
EUTHANASIA
Any practice of euthanasia, the intent of which is to shorten one’s own
life or the life of another person, is a practice condemned by the Word
of God and therefore is wrong. All people are to protect life and carry
the burdens of others. Apart from God’s expressed permission, it is
wrong to take human life, even when we do not like the quality of that
life. 2
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
There is a place for government to respect the religious convictions of
people. But if the conscience is only sensitive about oneself and not
about others, then we fail miserably… If we who know better do not
speak up – who will? Don’t settle for the easy way out. 3
OUR ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE
The ultimate goal for pro-life Christians is more than saving bodies and
lives for this life. It also means that we want to preserve lives to enjoy
the resurrection and everlasting life. 4
CONCEPTION
Scripture supports “conception” to mean life is created and exists at
fertilization. 5

ABORTION TAKES A HUMAN LIFE, ACCORDING TO ABORTION
ADVOCATES
“‘Abortion stops a beating heart,’ is incontrovertibly true.” 6

“I have always frankly admitted that abortion is murder, the
extermination of the powerless by the powerful. Liberals for the most
part have shrunk from facing the ethical consequences of their
embrace of abortion, which results in the annihilation of concrete
individuals and not just clumps of insensate tissue.” 7
“We must end the fiction that an abortion at 26 weeks is no different
from one at six weeks… The fetus is more visible than ever before, and
the abortion-rights movement needs to accept its existence and its
value. It may not have a right to life, and its value may not be equal to
that of the pregnant woman, but ending the life of a fetus is not a
morally insignificant event.” 8
A “NEW” KIND OF LOVE
The kind of love that comes as a “new” command is the unconditional
and sacrificial commitment to others without the need or expectation
that it will be returned… When we learn to understand this kind of love
and practice this kind of commitment, it shapes our approach with the
dying, the struggling, the unborn and the needy. We love, care and
sacrifice not because it is easy, it is fun or we are rewarded for it. We do
this because we know what it means to be the object of this kind of
love. 9
STEM CELL DEBATE
Unfortunately, the stem cell debate has been characterized as a
conflict between science (as though science is always right) and
religious “kooks” (as though religious folks are never right). 10
CHURCHES WHICH FAVOR SIN
Every church body that permits or advocates today’s modern slide in
life issues (i.e., abortion, homosexuality, assisted suicide, cohabitation,
etc.) also rejects the Bible as the inerrant Word of God. In a perverse
way that makes sense. Scripture is so clear on these issues you have no
choice but to reject parts of it to do these things. 11

CHILDREN WITH DOWN SYNDROME
In this so-called “enlightened generation” Sarah Palin did the most
“unthinkable thing” – she let her child live. 12
EUGENICS
When it comes to deafness, I agree that it is difficult for a deaf person
to get along in a hearing world. But it is also difficult, I have learned,
for a hearing person to get along in the deaf world. I consider my sense
of hearing valuable, but I do not consider myself more valuable than a
deaf person. 13
ADOPTION
Even though I like drama, I generally do not tell my personal story too
dramatically. So I was stunned when my daughter wrote recently for
her Lutheran elementary school teacher: “I am thankful that my Dad’s
birth mother did not get an abortion. Then I wouldn’t have been born!” 14
LIFESTYLE OF HOPE
(Comment on 1 Peter 3:15-18) People will not ask a believer for the
reason of the hope in his or her life if that hope is not displayed. They
also will not ask for the reason for the hope in one’s life if they only do
good things comparable to unbelievers. The world should see Christ in
us – our sacrifice, our determination, our deep compassion, our strong
resolve, our God-like love. Then people will ask why we do it – why we
sacrifice; why we come; why we stick with it; and then we can answer
that we are imitating the perfect example of Christ’s love for us. 15
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Resources.
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5 Excerpt from Q & A article, “When Does Life Begin?”
6 Statement by Naomi Wolf, author, social critic and abortion advocate, excerpted from article, “Rethinking Pro-Choice Rhetoric. Our Bodies,
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A TRIMESTER OF PRAYER

PRO-LIFE PRAYER SUGGESTIONS

You can make a meaningful difference by including these
thoughts in your daily devotion and prayer time.
WEEK 1 // This week, pray for the unborn and their mothers. With the
dawning of this day, around 11,000 women in America just became
aware of the presence of a new life within them. One-quarter of those
mothers will end that precious life as a matter of convenience. Pray
that God would move some courageous believer to influence those
mothers to give their children life.
WEEK 2 // By God’s grace, every day this week many heroic people
serve as volunteers at Christian Life Resources’ pregnancy care centers.
These people sacrifice personal comfort – giving up their free time and
putting their faith on the line in order that lives might be saved. Pray
that God would fortify these brave women and men who serve at
Christian Life Resources pregnancy care centers.
WEEK 3 // Even before Solomon urged that a child be torn in two to
resolve a dispute over which of two women was the baby’s rightful
mother, judges and lawmakers have held great power over the lives
and well-being of children. The legislative and judicial battle over
rights (the mother’s versus the baby’s) has never become more
passionate nor as intense. Pray this week that the law of the land
would be transformed to reflect God’s view that each life is unique and
valuable and deserves to be protected.

WEEK 4 // Do abortion clinic physicians wrestle with the morality of
their work? They must. How many times can they execute the “harmless
procedure” of “pregnancy termination” before coming to grips with the
fact that they are enriching themselves by killing children? Pray this
week that the Holy Spirit would burden the consciences of these
doctors so that they would turn their backs on abortion and be led to
turn their hearts to Jesus Christ for forgiveness.
WEEK 5 // Pray this week that the young unmarried people in your
congregation and city would find a new devotion to purity. Pray that
they would act responsibly now so they will not be tempted to act
irresponsibly later if pregnancy occurs. Pray that parents, concerned
teachers, and friends would encourage young people toward
abstinence. Pray God would help people see the potential heartbreak
they face by giving themselves to anyone but their marriage partner.
WEEK 6 // Ask God to move the hearts of more devoted followers to
volunteer their time, energy, encouragement, and financial resources to
strengthen or begin chapters and branches of Christian Life Resources.
WEEK 7 // One adopted child stated, “I always knew I was really loved
and wanted because I was chosen.” What a powerful statement! As the
chosen children of God who believe not only in life for unborn children
but also in adoption, pray that God would touch more hearts among us
to consider adoption. Pray especially that more loving, caring Christian
homes are found for children who are hard to place because of race or
disability.
WEEK 8 // Jesus calls us to walk as he walked. He calls us to talk as he
talked. Pray this week that you find the courage to speak the truth in
love about abortion and that you share your concern for the unborn
with others. And pray that you boldly present both the law and the
gospel in your conversation with others.

WEEK 9 // Pray this week for the families you know – and those in your
community you may not know – as they face long-term caregiving
situations with their terminally-ill loved ones. Pray that God would
strengthen and empower them during this difficult time. Pray too that
temptations toward quick, easy answers would be met with the
conviction that life is precious in God’s eyes even when a loved one’s
“quality of life” seems to have diminished.
WEEK 10 // Pray that God works in the hearts of those Christians who
have, until now, been content to stand on the sidelines regarding
abortion. Pray that they would see abortion for what it is: a terrible,
murderous and sinful miscarriage of God’s design for life, a wrong that
needs to be made right.
WEEK 11 // Please pray that God continues to bless the efforts of the
national office of Christian Life Resources as it seeks to strengthen and
undergird its chapters and branches. Pray that God would give wisdom,
insight, and perseverance to the National Board members and the staff
as they go about their work.
WEEK 12 // Give thanks to our gracious God for moving the hearts of so
many women during this trimester. Thank him for helping those
mothers make the right decision to do whatever it takes to give their
unborn babies life.

Living the sanctity
of life through acts
of love and concern,
and sharing the
Gospel message of
forgiveness and
salvation through
Jesus Christ.
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