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Introduction
We are saved by grace and not by works (Ephesians 2:8-9). This theological truth of
Scripture is our best – and certain – hope on which we stake our eternal claim to
residency in heaven. If our salvation were dependent on works, we’d be challenged
to wonder, “Have I done enough?” We could never be certain.
Our sincerest efforts are tainted by sin. Tears of repentance are still stained with
insincerity and doubt. The Biblical truth is raw and real – “for all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23 NIV).
Our salvation is by grace – God’s undeserved love. There is no other way to be
saved. We cannot earn it, win it, or steal it. It is more than just an offering of
salvation – waiting for us to reach out in a burst of wisdom or good judgment to
take hold of it. That is not within our ability. Every inclination of our heart is evil
(Genesis 8:21), and our natural minds are opposed to God (Romans 8:7). We are not
remotely minded to reaching toward God for anything. In our sinfulness we blame
God for our troubles and credit ourselves for life’s blessings.
The gift of faith is the most illogical thing in our lives. The writer to the Hebrews
explained it like this: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what
we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1 NIV). How illogical! How can we be sure of what we
hope for or certain of what we do not see? It is not possible. Every experience of
hope in this world is precarious and uncertain. We are raised to be certain only of
what we see and can experience. Yet, as people of faith we believe in a Savior we
never met: a life unwitnessed by us, a suffering unseen by our eyes, a death on the
cross unobserved by any of us, and an empty tomb we have never seen. We believe
in a heaven we never visited nor have seen any tangible evidence of its existence.
Yet, on Easter morning we sing with gusto and conviction, “I know that my
Redeemer lives.” We confess the words of Job who said, “For I know that my
redeemer liveth, And that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though
after my skin worms destroy this body, Yet in my flesh shall I see God.” (Job 19:25–26
KJV). That is the miracle of faith. That is the ability to be sure of what we hope for
and certain of what we do not see.
For those of us who grew up in the church, the message, “saved by grace and not by
works,” has been repeated for years, and I feel the need to reiterate that message
now before delving into the subject of sanctification.

Sanctification, or “holy living,” is not an act of work-righteousness. It is not
something we do to curry favor with God so that he might possibly like us enough
to overlook our failings and accept us into heaven. Scripture clearly teaches that we
are all sinners (Romans 3:10) and that breaking just one of God’s rules makes us as
bad as if we have broken them all (James 2:10).
Sanctification is not something we do to win salvation. Rather, it is the response of
people who internalize the message of salvation and devote their lives to
expressions of joy and thankfulness. Think about it: why would we love our
enemies, turn our cheek to those who would strike us, or walk an extra mile with
those who forced us to already walk one? We love as we have been loved by God (1
John 5:19).
Sanctification, however, is a process – a life-long process. It not only involves
maturing in the faith (1 Corinthians 13:11), it sadly also involves many failures
(Romans 7:19). Yet, it is our calling to forget past failures and strive harder to live
holy lives that reflect God’s will (Philippians 3:12-14).
As we seek to obey God’s will to love others and share his message of salvation with
others, we must build relationships. We are constantly engaged in building bridges
that leave an open door for us to continue to show love and share God’s love in
Christ. To do that we must realize that different people are at different maturities
in their walk with God.
Yes, there are those who do not know Christ. They have not been baptized. They
have not been exposed to the means of grace. For them, absent of any faith
whatsoever, their entire life is measured “horizontally” – looking always to how
they relate with others and never “vertically” – how they relate with God.
Yes, there can be personal satisfaction in worldly gains, but such satisfaction is
temporary; it ends at death.
Even people of faith can become absorbed in a worldly view of life. Hours in church
hardly guarantees faithfulness to the will of God. Even the Apostle Paul failed in
that regard. He stumbled, and we stumble. Sometimes the stumble is infrequent
and considered by most to be relatively “harmless.” We soothe any guilt with a
reminder that no one is perfect. But, as demonstrated earlier, failure is not a cause

to let failure win, but we strive and reach forward to live according to God will by
not repeating past mistakes.
At Christian Life Resources the reality of spiritual immaturity is something we see
each day. We see it when Christians come to us looking for abortions, demanding
their will against God’s will, or living their life without giving thought as to how God
would have us live.
We see this in our New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers’ ministry where mothers
come to us, knowing the name of Jesus but not much more.
We see it in ourselves, when we should know better but fail to demonstrate that
reality.
I created this chart which I call “Ten Levels of Sanctification.” Its purpose is twofold: 1) it helps to give an understanding that we are all maturing in our lives of holy
living; and, 2) it helps us give an understanding of what it means to meet people
where they are at rather than to expect them to be where I want them to be right
now!
This tool has been very helpful for me. Some may argue that there should be fewer
levels while others might say there should be more. I chose ten levels because it is
an easy number to remember. Some may also take issue with me on the order of
the levels. Fine. These can be rearranged if you wish. I stake no claim of inspiration.
It is merely the application of the various truths I have seen in Scripture. By
creating this chart, I can better visualize where someone is in their spiritual growth
and then can gauge about how long it might take to see a change in a sinful lifestyle.
Let me now explain the chart, follow it with an example in its use, and provide a
final explanation.

Level 1 – New Believer

Most people are brought to faith through baptism. It is called a washing of rebirth.
(Titus 3:5). For most of us that baptism occurred as infants. Through no decision of
our own, the application of God’s Word combined with the sprinkling or washing
with water plants faith in our hearts. This is faith truly in its infancy. There are no
expectations that a newly-baptized infant will perform great sanctifying deeds.
Faith at this level is challenged not only by the physical immaturity of the baptized
but also by the mere freshness of faith.
New converts to the faith, whether infants or adults, lack the depth of spiritual
maturity to grasp deeper concepts. Instead, the base instincts of a mind opposed to
God are strong. The hostility towards God remains. The gift of the faith, however,
becomes a new and miraculous ability to challenge evil and temptation in life. It is
an ability that starts to mature and with experience grows stronger. That is what
Paul talked about in 1 Corinthians 13:11.

Level 2 – Dutiful Compliance

Training in faith begins like most training in life – by compulsion and discipline.
When the family is gathered at the table at mealtime and is ready to say prayers,
they wrestle with their infant or toddler child to fold their hands and sit still long
enough to say a prayer. Parents also begin a habit of reading and praying each
evening at bedtime with their child to mold a pattern of God-pleasing activity.
I call this level “dutiful compliance” simply because it describes a level that compels
a person to act holy when, in fact, the flesh is weak – the child would rather dive
into the food, play with toys, or stay engaged in almost any activity other than
sitting still for a prayer or a devotion.
Dutiful compliance is the goal of parenting when an infant is brought to church. It
may start as a battle, but it is the laying down of a consistent pattern of priorities
that is soon instilled in the child as part of the routine of life.
Again, this is compliance more out of a sense of duty than desire. We are not so
naïve as to think these children have developed the spiritual strength to challenge
their own rebellious nature. We know the struggles that are there early in life;
discipline and habit are key in laying this early foundation of sanctified living.

Level 3 – Sunday School – Beginning to Understand

Sunday School in this model reflects more a “stage” in life than the actual practice
of Sunday School. Sunday School was never designed as a replacement of parental
leadership in the spiritual instruction of children. Rather, Sunday School augments
what should be going on at home.
We see this already in some children with strong Christian patterns established
early at home. Some children come into Sunday School already knowing many of
the stories of the Bible.
Most, however, come into Sunday School hearing the stories of the Bible for the
first time. Some of those Sunday School lessons retell historical events. Other
lessons are parables that Jesus told. Both kinds of lessons seek to teach a Biblical
truth or reinforce that truth. This stage in spiritual maturity in when a child begins
to understand things of God.
Yes, sometimes children still must be compelled to go to Sunday School, but the
Sunday School ministry is structured to be more than babysitting. It’s the deliberate
curriculum of instruction designed to establish God’s truth as something living and
active in a child.

Level 4 – Mindful Compliance

Earlier I described “dutiful” compliance – doing something because we must! This
level reflects the fruits of spiritual instruction both in the home and in Sunday
School. A child seeks spiritual compliance out of desire rather than compulsion.
You see evidence of this when the hurriedness of life causes us to forget such
things as prayer. For example, the desire to eat after a long wait at a restaurant can
cause a family to hungrily dig into their food. Then, to the surprise of most, the
little Sunday School student asks, “Aren’t we going to pray first?”
“Mindful” compliance is just that – a mindfulness of priorities and the things of God
translated into action. With dutiful compliance a child complies because he or she
is forced to. In mindful compliance a child complies because he or she wants to –
because it is the right thing to do.

Level 5 – Confirmation – Trained to Apply

In our circles confirmation class instruction may already begin in a Christian
elementary school or in special classes held during the sixth, seventh, and eighth
grade years. Done correctly, confirmation classes lay the foundation of Christian
truths and provide a focus on teaching middle school-aged children to apply those
truths to the challenges of today.
It is one more step in the maturing cycle of a Christian who received his or her
most intense instruction in the truths of Scripture. It is the prayer of the instructor
and the parents that their child takes the truths that have been taught to heart. It is
hoped that this instruction forms the foundation for a life of faith in God and his
promises, and obedience to God and his Word.

Level 6 – Righteous Indignation

A lot happens between Confirmation Day during the stage I call, “Righteous
Indignation.” Some children display the spiritual sensitivity of righteous indignation
even before they are confirmed. Others never seem to get to that point.
First, a definition: “Righteous Indignation” is that stage in life in which things
contrary to the will of God offend a person. Hopefully, confirmation instruction
helps a student learn that there is a BIG difference between “righteous indignation”
and “self-righteous indignation.” Self-Righteous Indignation displays our sinful
nature and the arrogance that comes with it. It is the display of the Pharisee in the
temple who looks disparagingly at the tax collector. He thanks God he is not like
that pitiful collector.
We are all tempted to display “self-righteous indignation.” It comes with our
natural inclination toward evil. Instruction and maturation in faith, however, alerts
us to this tendency, and our indignation is no longer designed to make us look
better. It rather reflects a deep hurt over the offense to our Redeemer.
Practically speaking, “righteous indignation” occurs when a terrific movie is marred
by the repeated use of God’s name in vain. It is that troubled feeling when a person,
especially a professed Christian, engages in or publicly supports actions or lifestyles
contrary to God’s will.
“Righteous indignation” is an emotional response that results from learning more
about God and what he has done and realizing the sacrifices he made for us. Our

indignation is rooted in understanding the ingratitude of an action or a position.
The righteous nature of our indignation is found in the reality that our emotion is
one of sorrow – sorrow for the insult it is to God and sorrow for those who
endanger their souls.
Scripture reflects this kind of indignation when we are instructed to “…correct,
rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.” (2 Timothy 4:2
NIV).
When reaching the Level 6 milestone, we have an advanced knowledge of God’s
Word and in our relationship with God. We know enough about God’s Word to spot
error, and we comprehend the concept of loving others well enough to feel genuine
sorrow for the errors.

Level 7 – Church a Regular Part of Life

I have heard “critics” say that “Level 7” should proceed Level 6, but over the years I
have seen many people practice Level 7 while skipping Level 6. In other words, the
motivation to go to/help out at church is derived more from a sense of duty than
desire.
What I mean by Level 7 is that, rooted in personal desire, church becomes far more
central in a person’s life. It is a time of spiritual growth when, rather than mapping
our church around our busy schedules, we start to map our busy schedules around
church.
For example, when the bulletin states the church needs help on a project or an
outreach effort, or announces a special service to commemorate a special occasion,
do we immediately venerate it as a priority, or is it first subject to the other
priorities of our life? You see, Level 7 is a natural by-product of Level 6. Knowledge
of God’s Word creates a hunger to learn more. That hunger to learn more, in turn,
reveals the breadth and depth of God’s love. That knowledge yields a desire to
display gratitude in life through a practice of worship and service.

Level 8 – Spiritual Leadership

In the world, aspiration is viewed as the start of great leadership. Spiritual
leadership works differently. Opportunities come to a person – leadership isn’t
sought out. A person doesn’t work to take on a role as a Bible Class instructor, a
teacher of children or a servant on a council or a committee – rather, the person
accepts the opportunity.
That’s because one’s devotion, evident priorities, and conduct will catch the
attention of other church leaders. They see a sincerity and a godly lifestyle both
inside and outside the walls of the church, displaying evidence that God and his will
are truly central in a spiritual leader’s life.
For those reasons the leadership of a church, and others within a church, will
approach a person for advice and participation.
Often, the filling of some roles in the church is seen as the unfortunate draw of the
shortest straw. No one else wants to perform a task, and it gets dumped on a
person. That can be the case, but in a thriving spiritual community, the growing
faith of its membership creates an environment of willingness, if not eagerness, to
serve where they can serve best. It has nothing to do with recognition and
veneration. In fact, humility on the part of the person often results in a surprised
reaction when asked to serve.

In the end, Level 8 is that time in a Christian’s life when he or she is asked not only
to keep growing in faith, but to put that faith into action by serving others. It is a
pinnacle moment to do for others that which God has done for them.

Level 9 – Christ Is the Focal Point of My Life

Yes, this can already exist in earlier levels. What makes this level noteworthy is how
this reality frames “every” experience in life. We often see this focus most obviously
in the oldest and strongest Christians of the congregation. They have experienced
the heartaches of life and have weathered the storms. They are the ones who face
the deaths of friends, siblings, family members, and yes, even children, with faith
that is staggering to observe.
Oftentimes, these people engage in substantial “God talk.” What I mean is that they
see the hand of God in all of life’s experiences. When they receive diagnosis of a
serious or terminal illness, they seem to take it in stride. They understand that “the
Lord gives, and the Lord takes away,” and they are prepared to “walk through the
valley of the shadow of death and darkness” without fear. God is not just their
saving God on Sunday mornings, but in each day of the week, and in each moment
of each day.

Level 10 – Perfection

To be honest, reaching this level doesn’t happen while we live on earth. You and I
reach Level 10 at death. The stain of sin and the inclination of our hearts have been
washed from us. Our allegiance of God is absolute and perfect.
This is the goal of our lives. Look carefully at how the Apostle Paul described life’s
journey towards this goal:
Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made
perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took
hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of
it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. All of us who are
mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you
think differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let us live
up to what we have already attained. (Philippians 3:12–16 NIV)

Spiritual maturation is not an event but a process. It begins with the immaturity of
a child and matures to a daily struggle of perfect living. Ultimately, in heaven, the
goal is reached – not by personal performance but by the purification of the soul
through the blood of Christ.

Practical Application in the Use of This Chart
Let’s look at an example of the use this guide in helping us deal with others.
Rachel is 17 years old. Her best friend, Emily, lives across the street. The two
girls were friends since they were toddlers. Their friendship was ironic because
of their differences. Rachel came from a stable home with happily-married
parents, an older brother, and a younger sister. Her family has been engaged
with the church by habit as well as by desire. The family prayed before and after
every meal. They attended church every Sunday and every special service.
Emily came from a broken home, often dividing her time between her mother
and father who never married and now never speak to each other. In
kindergarten Emily and Rachel went to the public school together. Rachel’s
parents would take Emily along to Sunday School and church when she stayed
with her mother. While Rachel’s parents took an active interest in the spiritual
growth of Rachel, Emily’s parents were equally disconnected from such
concerns.
The chemistry between Emily and Rachel, however, is one of those inexplicable
things in life. They were different in so many ways, yet the relationship clicked.
Both seemed in tune with the other. They shared the same interests to never let
them run out of things to talk about.
The friendship was tested when the girls entered the sixth grade. Although
Emily was as well known around the church as Rachel, the level of engagement
with their faiths was different. When the pastor contacted the girls’ parents
about enrolling in confirmation instruction class, it was an automatic for Rachel.
Her older brother had entered the eighth grade confirmation class, and it was a
foregone conclusion that upon entering sixth grade Rachel would begin the
process as well.
Emily already began to miss Sunday School more frequently. When the issue of
confirmation instruction class was raised, Emily did not want to go. Predictably,

her father was totally detached from the situation, and the mother left it up to
Emily. Emily chose not to attend confirmation class and also dropped out of
Sunday School.
The friendship endured. While Rachel tried to talk to Emily about returning to
Sunday School and attending confirmation instruction class, Emily refused. Yes,
the girls did not let it harm the friendship – they agreed to disagree but stayed
friends.
Upon confirmation Rachel enrolled in the area Christian high school. Emily
enrolled in the public high school. Again, the friendship endured. They spoke
almost every night and were inseparable during the weekends. Then boys
became involved.
Emily started dating first. For Rachel, it was experience by proxy. Rachel’s
parents encouraged her to focus on her studies and extra-curricular activities
like music and volleyball. Emily had two boyfriends before Rachel started dating
in their junior year of high school.
On a Wednesday evening, during their somewhat regular phone calls, Emily
announced to Rachel she was pregnant. The girls never spoke of intimacy in
their dating, so it caught Rachel off guard. Clearly it bothered Emily as well, but
her solution was dramatically different than what Rachel would have done.
Emily announced that she had already spoken to the school counselor who
helped her schedule an appointment for an abortion that coming Tuesday. The
girls agreed to get together on Saturday, catch lunch, and do some shopping.
They could talk more then.
It was at this time Rachel asked me what to do. Rachel was devastated about the
news of the pregnancy and especially about the plans for an abortion.
This chart was borne from that discussion. Though Christian Life Resources had
been counseling with women facing unplanned pregnancies for decades, this
situation seemed unwinnable. Rachel told me this story on Thursday morning. We
agreed to meet Friday and talk about it some more.
That Thursday night, I parceled out how the lives of Rachel and Emily ran both in
sync, then parallel, and finally separated into divergent paths. I looked at the

complex elements that made both of their lives different in their relationships with
God. Both girls had been baptized, and both had received spiritual instruction. Both
remained friends – yet their walk with the Savior became increasingly different.
On Friday I laid out these ten levels of sanctification and asked Rachel to identify
where she thought she was on the chart. She admitted that depending on her mood
she vacillated between Levels 5 and 7. We compromised and settled for Level 6 –
Righteous Indignation. Rachel was deeply troubled about the planned abortion. It
bothered her that Emily would terminate the life of her own baby, but it also
bothered her deeply that she would ignore God’s will on this matter. Righteous
indignation (not self-righteous indignation) seemed to correctly describe how
Rachel felt about this situation. Rachel genuinely mourned the situation but did not
self-righteously judge her friend.
In contrast, I asked her to then identify where she felt Emily was on the scale. As I
mentioned previously, Emily had been baptized and she had attended Sunday
School a number of times through the fifth grade. It came to halt in the sixth grade
when Emily chose not to attend confirmation instruction class. So, we agreed that
Emily was likely right around a Level 3 – Sunday School (beginning to understand).
Emily, therefore, was at Level 3 and Rachel was at Level 6. I then asked how long
Rachel thought it took her to progress from Level 3 to Level 6. Rachel replied
something like 4-6 years. I then asked how long she was going to spend with Emily
on Saturday, and she estimated 3-4 hours.
My implication was clear. It did not seem possible to raise Emily through 4-6 years
of spiritual maturing in 3-4 hours. Yet, that was the reality. Emily’s spiritual
maturing stopped, and some might argue, regressed after the fifth grade.
Meanwhile, Rachel’s spiritual growth continued into her junior year of high school.
Often, when we identify spiritual immaturity, we become impatient. Our
instruction, environment, and upbringing teach us to better understand the will of
God on such matters. We want others to walk as we walk in the ways of God. Yet,
our background and nurturing of faith are often vastly different.
Rachel would have four or less hours to bring her Level 3 friend to her Level 6
conclusions about life in the womb and abortion. Rachel replied it was impossible.

By articulating these “Ten Levels of Sanctification” I was able to visually help Rachel
realize not only why she and Emily reached different conclusions on this matter,
but she had a very slim chance of meeting the goal of convincing her from aborting
her child.
The solution was not to try to compress six years of instruction into four hours.
Rather, I encouraged her to leverage what she did have – her enduring friendship
with Emily. I encouraged her to reiterate her “best friend” status with Emily. As her
best friend, it would be essential to commit to Emily and sacrifice for her. I
counseled her with these words:
“Tell Emily, ‘If you tell your parents about the pregnancy, I will go with you –
because I am your best friend. As your best friend I will go to the doctor
appointments. As your best friend I will be with you in the delivery room. I will
stand with you if you decide to place your baby for adoption. If you decide to raise
your baby yourself, as your best friend, I will help you. I will do everything I possibly
can to help you live with making the right decision in this matter. I cannot go with
you to the abortion clinic because I know it is wrong for you, for your baby, and
before God. If you do go ahead with this abortion, I will be here afterwards; I’ll still
be your friend.’”
“‘I now ask you, as your best friend, to trust my commitment to you. Do not abort
your baby.’”
You see, when it comes to things like abortion, we tend to become principled in our
position but not our actions. We stand firmly in protecting unborn life, but we
rarely move beyond conviction. However, when we do agree to make sacrifices to
help others, it is a force of charity that evil cannot combat. In a world where every
inclination of the heart is evil, sacrificial commitment is startling and thoughtprovoking.
All this being said, it does not guarantee success. A commitment to a course of
action is often insurmountable. But our role is not to stop the abortion – it is to be a
witness to the truth. In order to witness to the truth, you need to have a
relationship. To sustain that relationship in a matter that can be so offensive and
difficult, involves the kind of sacrifice that leaves the door open for future
conversations which may, someday, include confession, repentance, and
forgiveness.

An old saying goes that sometimes we can be so doctrinally perfect, we become
practically useless. To benefit from a statement like that we must understand it is
not endorsing anything like false doctrine. Rather, never forget who you are and
what you have been called to do.
We are messengers of hope in a world that can only offer trouble. To tell your story
we shouldn’t destroy a relationship with harsh words of condemnation. We are
always to work to sustain a relationship until it is clear that the other has shut the
door – both for the moment and forever. That is why we don’t forgive seven times
but 77 times (Matthew 18:22). Our goal is not to win an argument or even to prove
our point. Your goal is to witness and sustain a relationship as best we can (Romans
12:18) for future witnessing.
The story of Rachel and Emily did take place, but I do not know how it came out. I
believe Rachel was determined to follow through on the advice. Her determination
was inspiring.
We run into countless opportunities to demonstrate the kind of patience and
understanding that we look for God to practice with us. Week after week we
confess our sins to God in the typical liturgy of our worship services. And week
after week we are reminded that God sent Jesus to die for our sins. Our own
inability to refrain from sinning shames us before the God who sacrificed his own
Son to save us from sin. Yet, he is patient with us, not wanting us to perish (2 Peter
3:20).
This “Ten Levels of Sanctification” guide is designed to help you understand how
we can be different from one to another. And if we honestly judge ourselves, we
must confess that we often run up and down these levels like a workout regimen.
Somedays we feel strong and ready to walk through the valley of the shadow of
darkness, and other times we fear our own shadow.
So, it is with others. When one gets word that their granddaughter has “come out
of the closet” with the announcement that she is a lesbian or that a nephew is
hooked on drugs you are at a personal crossroads. Your sensitivities may prompt
you to condemn those actions and erect a wall between you and such sinners. Yet,
to do so, compromises your calling to be a messenger of truth and a practitioner of
love.

What about Matthew 18?
We see Jesus flipping tables in the temple and calling out the money changers with
wall-building rhetoric. Should we not also do that? Look carefully at the time when
Jesus is his harshest and most blunt. It is with the people who claim to know better.
Those were the religious leaders who presumed to instruct others in truth while
they, themselves, peddled lies with their words and actions.
When it came to the everyday sinner, Jesus remained patient. And truth be told,
even the religious leaders were looped into the words from the cross, “Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
Some are quick to encourage us to separate from such sinners by invoking Romans
16:17. Look carefully at what that passage says:
I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and
put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have
learned. Keep away from them. (Romans 16:17 NIV)
You are not to be instructed by such people (2 John 10). Yet, you are to instruct
such people. Again, to do so you must have a relationship.
This brings us back to Matthew 18 and the ministry of the keys. Often when sin
occurs, and it is publicly known, some are quick to call on the church to
excommunicate the violator for the grievous public sin. A humble love for God and
for others begins such a process, first of all, by evaluating the plank in our own eye
(Luke 6:41). Our judgment of others should never be any harsher than God’s
judgment on us. A move to excommunicate is never a punitive measure – NEVER. At
times it may be the announcement of a public reality, but even then, it is done with
the earnest prayer that a change might take place, sin is renounced, and a
restoration with God and his people occurs. To excommunicate with a vindictive or
self-righteous spirit is a grievous error and a misuse of this responsibility.

Wrap-Up
In summary, start with where the other person is at as he or she relates to these
ten levels – not where you are at. Sometimes we must walk slowly so that little
children can stay caught up. Sometimes we might have to speak simply so that little
children might understand (Hebrews 5:11-14). Oftentimes all of this requires both
commitment and sacrifice on our part. Clearly, it calls for us to think more of

others than ourselves and to put their interests before our own (Philippians 2:3-4) –
then we are the beneficiaries of the perfect example we receive from Jesus Christ
(Philippians 2:5ff). We love, because he first loved us (1 John 4:19).
Use these “Ten Levels” to help you understand not only your own spiritual growth
but the time it has taken for you to grow. It just may help you to become more
patient in working with others.
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