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DESCRIPTION
Abortion is the expulsion or removal of an unborn child
from the womb resulting in the death of that child.
Listed are the types of abortion:
Spontaneous: The action of the body in which a
child, usually in the very early stages of gestation,
dies in the womb and is naturally expelled. A
spontaneous abortion is unintentional and is often
called a miscarriage.
Medically Necessary: To intentionally terminate
the life of an unborn child once it is determined
continuing the pregnancy would end the life of
both mother and child. Abortions for this reason
are becoming rarer with advancements of
medicine, but they do occur.
Elective: To terminate the life of an unborn child
for any reason other than the saving of the mother’s
life. This includes situations in which the mother’s
health (physical or mental) might be endangered
but not necessarily her life.

ABORTION EUPHEMISMS
“Pregnancy Termination”; “Pregnancy Reduction”;
“Pregnancy Interruption”; “Induced Abortion”;
“Induction of Labor”
Chemical Abortion Euphemism:
“Medication Abortion”
Late-Term Abortion Euphemisms: “Dilation &
Extraction” (“D & X”); “Late-Term Abortion”; “Intact
Dilation & Extraction” (“IDE”); “PBA” (“Partial Birth
Abortion”); “Post-Viability Abortion”

Christian Life Resources

03

METHODS OF ABORTION
Some abortion methods are surgical in nature; others chemical.

SURGICAL ABORTION PROCEDURES
SUCTION ASPIRATION (OR, “VACUUM CURETTAGE”)

01

Technique used most often for first trimester abortions using a powerful
suction tube to dismember and remove the developing baby
D&C – “DILATATION* (OR “DILATION”) AND CURETTAGE”
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First-trimester technique using a loop-shaped steel knife to cut and remove
the body of the baby; a second- and third-trimester technique using forceps
with sharp metal jaws to grasp parts of the developing baby, which are then
twisted and torn away. This continues until the child’s entire body is
removed from the womb.
DILATION AND EXTRACTION (OR, “D&X”; OR, “PARTIALBIRTH ABORTION”; OR, “LATE-TERM ABORTION”):

Second- and third-trimester technique used to abort a baby between 20
and 32 weeks old or even later. The abortionist reaches into the mother’s
womb, grabs the baby’s feet with a forceps and pulls the baby out of the
mother, except for the head. The abortionist then jams a pair of scissors
into the back of the baby’s head and spreads the scissors apart to make a
hole in the baby’s skull. The abortionist removes the scissors and sticks a
suction tube into the skull to remove the baby’s brain. The forceps are then
used to crush the baby’s head and the abortionist pulls the baby’s body out
the rest of the way.

CHEMICAL ABORTION PROCEDURE
CHEMICAL ABORTION

01
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The chemical abortion procedure requires the administration of two drugs,
mifepristone [known as RU 486] and misoprostol (a synthetic prostaglandin),
to cause an abortion. Mifepristone blocks the progesterone hormone that is
needed to sustain a pregnancy. Misoprostol ensures the expulsion of the
unborn child. The drug regimen is administered the fifth and ninth weeks of
pregnancy and involves multiple doctor visits.
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WHEN ABORTIONS
ARE PERFORMED

REASONS FOR
ABORTION

Abortions can be performed for any reason
through the full nine months of pregnancy.
States may regulate where, when, who, how
an abortion can occur in the second and
third trimesters of a pregnancy, but they
cannot forbid a woman from having an
abortion at any time throughout the
pregnancy.

Most abortions do not take place to save a
mother’s lives or physical health, or in cases
of rape and incest, or to avoid birth defects.
More than 90% of all abortions are
performed for social or economic reasons.
Less than 1% of abortions are performed
because the mother’s life is in danger or in
cases of rape or incest.

NUMBER PERFORMED PER YEAR
After reaching a high of over 1.6 million in 1990, the number of abortions performed annually in the
United States dropped significantly over the next 25 years. However, data released in June 2022 by
the Guttmacher Institute showed the end of a long-term decline. According to Guttmacher, since
its last report issued in 2017, abortions in the United States increased by nearly 8 percent (7.87
person), with 1 in 5 pregnancies ending in abortion. In 2020, 930,160 abortions were committed
nationally (an increase of 67,840 over the 862,320 abortions reported in 2017).
Two independent sources are used in obtaining the number of abortion committed each year: the
government’s Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Guttmacher Institute (GI),
which was once a research affiliate of America’s leading abortion provider Planned Parenthood. The
CDC ordinarily develops its annual report on the basis of data received from state health
departments (and New York City and the District of Columbia), but the data is voluntary and has
been missing statistics from California, New Hampshire, and at least one other state since 1998. GI’s
numbers come from direct surveys of abortionists conducted every few years. Because of these
different data collection methods, GI consistently obtains higher counts than the CDC. Because it
surveys clinics directly and includes data from all 50 states, Guttmacher’s numbers are viewed as
more reliable, though it recognizes that it may miss some abortions.
It must be noted, however, that chemical abortions account for the majority of all abortions in the
United States, have overtaken the number of surgical abortions. A chemical abortion involves the
use of an “abortion pill” using the medicines, mifepristone and misoprostol, to cause an abortion.
According to a report by the Guttmacher Institute, the percentage of abortions performed with
chemical abortifacients accounted for 54% of U.S. abortions in 2020, the first time chemical
abortion “crossed the threshold to become the majority of all abortions,” Guttmacher said, “and it is
a significant jump from 39% in 2017, when Guttmacher last reported these data.”
See the latest data here: christianliferesources.com/2018/04/15/u-s-abortion-statistics-byyear-1973-current
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TIMELINE OF ABORTION
A comprehensive listing is found at: christianliferesources.com/2018/05/07/abortiontimeline-a-chronology-of-endangered-unborn-life

HISTORY OF LEGAL ABORTION IN THE
UNITED STATES
In 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Roe v. Wade and its companion case, Doe v.
Bolton, that a woman has the legal right to avail herself of elective abortion services.
This right to abortion was to extend through the entire term of the pregnancy with
only minor restrictions. States are permitted to regulate the abortion process as the
pregnancy progresses. The practices of self-abortion and performing abortions on
women have been around for centuries. Abortion for the purpose of saving the life of a
mother has generally been accepted in societies. Its broader legalization in 1973
brought to the forefront the fundamental questions of life, individual rights, and
freedom.

POSITION STATEMENTS ON ABORTION
Christian Life Resources Position Statement on Abortion:
christianliferesources.com/2018/05/04/christian-life-resources-abortion-position-statement
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) Position on Abortion:
christianliferesources.com/2018/05/07/wisconsin-evangelical-lutheran-synod-welsposition-on-abortion
Position Statement of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod on Abortion:
christianliferesources.com/2018/05/04/position-statement-of-the-evangelical-lutheransynod-on-abortion
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CHRISTIAN LIFE RESOURCES’
SUMMARY STATEMENT ON ABORTION

God’s Word teaches that life exists at conception and is to be
protected from its earliest age. To abort for any reason other than the
preservation of another life is contrary to God’s Word, Freedom of
choice ends where compromising God’s Word begins. Human beings,
born and unborn, whether healthy or impaired, are of equal value in
God’s eyes. Christians will seek to protect the lives of mothers and
children, care for them, and use God’s Word to correct error and
proclaim truth about life now and for eternity. Since this is God’s
position, it is therefore the position of Christian Life Resources.
~ Adopted by CLR National Congress, October 8, 1996
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