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DESCRIPTION
EUTHANASIA: The active or passive ending of a
life with specific intent to do so.

TYPES OF
EUTHANASIA
ACTIVE EUTHANASIA:
Assisted Suicide: The act of self-killing with
the assistance of another person.
Suicide: The act or an instance of taking
one’s own life voluntarily and intentionally.
Terminal Sedation: The act of
administering pain-relieving medication for
the specific and intentional purpose of
shortening life.
PASSIVE EUTHANASIA:
The intentional refusal to receive or administer
necessary sustaining or curative treatment for
the specific purpose of shortening life.

EUTHANASIA
EUPHEMISMS
“Death with Dignity”; “Aid in Dying”; “Medical
Aid in Dying”; “Mercy Killing”; “Pulling the Plug”;
“Good Death”; “Termination of Life on Request”;
“Physician-Hastened Death”; “Doctor
Prescribed Suicide”; “Forced Exit”; “Duty to
Die”; “PAS” (Physician-Assisted Suicide)
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REASONS FOR OPPOSING EUTHANASIA
Euthanasia is the term used to describe efforts to terminate life when deemed to have little
functional value and/or is filled with pain. Those in diminished health or in a chronic or
terminal condition may request assistance to end their lives, contending their lives lack
“quality” (purposelessness in life) or feel they have become burdensome on others. Some,
wanting relief from pain and in despair, seek assisted death rather than palliative care. Data
consistently shows pain or symptom control not to be a predominant narrative for a
request of assisted death, but rather the loss of autonomy, loss of dignity, and the inability
to engage in enjoyable activities. In other words, the timing of one’s death trumps relief
from pain.
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WORLDVIEW ARGUMENTS AGAINST EUTHANASIA AND
ASSISTED SUICIDE:

(1) “It’s offensive” – suicide devalues human life; (2) “It’s a slippery slope” –
the limits on euthanasia continue to erode, devaluing segments of the
population; (3) “Pain can be alleviated” – palliative care and other
therapeutics can adequately manage pain; (4) “It undermines the trust
placed in doctors” – assisted suicide violates the integrity of the physician
and undermines the trust patients placed in physicians to heal and not to
harm.
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CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE IN OPPOSITION OF EUTHANASIA
AND ASSISTED SUICIDE:

“Any practice of euthanasia, the intent of which is to shorten one’s own life
or the life of another person, is a practice condemned by the Word of God
and therefore is wrong. All people are to protect life and carry the burdens
of others. Apart from God’s expressed permission, it is wrong to take human
life, even when we do not like the quality of that life.” (CLR’s Position
Statement on Euthanasia)
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WHERE EUTHANASIA/ASSISTED SUICIDE
IS LEGAL
Euthanasia is illegal in the United States. As of 2021, assisted suicide is legal in these
U.S. jurisdictions: California, Colorado, Hawaii, Maine, New Jersey, New Mexico,
Oregon, Vermont, Washington, and the District of Columbia. (Montana does not have a
law on the books, but the 2009 MT State Supreme Court ruling in Baxter v. Montana
essentially permits it).
Voluntary euthanasia became legal in the following countries: the Netherlands (2002),
Belgium (2002), Luxenbourg (2008), Colombia (1997), Canada (2016), Spain (2021), and
New Zealand (2021). Assisted suicide is legal in Canada, Columbia, the Netherlands,
Luxembourg, Spain, Switzerland, Albania, Germany, Japan, and the Australian states of
Tasmania, Victoria, South Australia, and Western Australia. Queensland, Australia, will
implement assisted suicide on January 1, 2023. In May 2022, New South Wales became
the 6th and final Australian state to legalize euthanasia and assisted suicide;
implementation of the law is expected to take place in 18 months.
Switzerland does not punish doctors who perform euthanasia. In addition, Swiss law
does not consider assisting suicide as complicity in a crime. Swiss law instead allows
private suicide facilitation, and as a result, Switzerland has become a destination for
“suicide tourism.”
In 1995, the Northern Territory of Australia approved a bill to allow legalized
euthanasia. The law went into effect in 1996 but was overruled by the Australian
Parliament in 1997.
In February 2020, Portuguese lawmakers voted to legalize euthanasia and physicianassisted suicide for terminally ill people despite protests outside the Parliament.
Portugal's president could still veto the law.
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POSITION STATEMENT ON EUTHANASIA
Christian Life Resources’ Position Statement on Euthanasia:
christianliferesources.com/2018/05/15/christian-life-resources-euthanasia-positionstatement

SUMMARY STATEMENT ON EUTHANASIA
God’s Word teaches that human life is to be protected throughout
its stages of development, growth, and decline. Unless God has
made an allowance for or commanded it to occur, human life is not
to be ended actively or passively by anyone. Rather, the clear will of
God is to love all people as we have been loved, as witnessed in the
sacrificial life, death, and resurrection of His Son, Jesus, as our
Savior from sin. Even when life loses its earthly quality, we care for
it as a precious gift from God, created by Him and redeemed by
Him through Jesus. Because of Christ’s sacrifice we are compelled
to show concern not just for lives but especially for the souls of all
people, including those who would advocate or assist in
terminating life. Since this is God’s position, it is therefore the
position of Christian Life Resources.
~ Adopted by CLR National Congress, November 14, 2008

