
Lesson 2 - Confirmation

JANUARY 2023

True or False
I know the exact location of my catechism book.

List as many of the 6 chief parts of the catechism as you
can (if you don't know what the "chief parts" are...guess!)

OPENING ACTIVITY

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH FELLOWSHIP BIBLE STUDY



WHAT IS  CONFIRMATION? Biblical Mandate

  >

What is the difference between  

PRESCRIPTION  and  DESCRIPTION

0 1

Psalm 78:1-8

Proverbs 22:6

2 Timothy 3:14-16

Deuteronomy 6:1-9

Matthew 10:32

Romans 10:10-17

1 Corinthians 11:25, 28

Acts 8:14-17

Ephesians 4:11-16

Acts 19:6-7

Aspects of Confirmation
DESCRIBED in these passages:

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________

______________
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History of Confirmation

What is the Lutheran View of Confirmation?

In the early Christian Church, confirmation was part of the rite of Baptism. After candidates were baptized
Easter Eve, they were “confirmed” with chrism, prayers, the sign of the cross, and the laying on of hands--
then, Easter morning, they were allowed to make their 1st communion. A remnant of this early practice
survived in Luther's Taufbüchlein; it is found in the current post-baptismal prayer in which God is implored
to strengthen, i. e., confirm, the child “with his grace to life everlasting.”

With the increased number of infant baptisms, Baptism and confirmation became distinct and separate rites.
Because of this separation the idea gradually emerged in medieval times that confirmation was a
complement to Baptism. At first the rite was greatly to be desired because it gave a Christian the added gift
of the Holy Spirit; later it was deemed necessary for salvation (in the RCC). 

Already in the 12th century Hugh of St. Victor referred to confirmation as the 2nd sacrament. Confirmation
was made part of the RCC sacramental system by the Council of Florence in 1439; it was said to bestow
grace and a “certain spiritual and indelible sign” necessary for salvation, equal in power to all other
sacraments. In March 1547 the Council of Trent cemented the RCC doctrine and anathematized (damned)
the Lutheran view of confirmation.










Before reading the definition below, try to come up with at least 3 bullet points you would
emphasize if you were writing a definition:

AGREE or DISAGREE
It would be better to call confirmation an “affirmation of Baptism” to remove any questions
about our ability to decide to be Christians.

Confirmation is a public rite of the Church preceded by a period of instruction designed to
help baptized Christians identify with the life and mission of the Christian community. Note:
Prior to admission to the Supper, it is necessary to be instructed in the Christian faith (1
Cor. 11:28). The rite of confirmation provides an opportunity for the individual Christian,
relying on God's promise given in Holy Baptism, to make a personal public confession of
the faith and a lifelong pledge of fidelity to Christ. 
                                                                 (An Explanation of Luther’s Small Catechism) 
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The Small
Catechism
WHEN?

FOR WHOM?

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SMALL
AND LARGE CATECHISMS?

Memory Work?!?
What  i s  one  b ib le  passage  
tha t  you  have  memor i zed?

    Why  d id  you  memor i ze  i t ?  

    Why  i s  i t  bene f i c i a l ?

What  i s  one  o f  the  pa r t s  o f  
the  worsh ip  l i tu rgy  tha t  you  
have  memor i zed?  
 
    Why  d id  you  memor i ze  i t ?  

    Why  i s  tha t  bene f i c i a l  fo r  you?

Other  than  b ib le  passages  and  pa r t s  o f  the  worsh ip  l i tu rgy ,  name two th ings
you  have  memor i zed ,  word  fo r  word .  Why  d id  you  memor i ze  i t ?  How does
hav ing  tha t  memor i zed  bene f i t  you?
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Pete r  Lombard  (B i shop o f  Pa r i s  1 1 59 - 1 16 1 )  
The  v i r tue  …  o f  the  sac rament  [o f  Conf i rmat ion ]  i s  the
g i f t  o f  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  fo r  s t rength ,  who i s  g i ven  in
bapt i sm fo r  remiss ion . ”

Whereas  Bapt i sm h igh l igh t s  one ’ s  b i r th  in to  the  body  o f
Chr i s t ,  Conf i rmat ion  s t resses  g rowth .

T rue  o r  Fa l se
Bapt i sm i s  necessa ry  fo r  Sa l va t ion .

T rue  o r  Fa l se
Conf i rmat ion  i s  necessa ry  fo r  Sa l va t ion .

T rue  o r  Fa l se
Conf i rmat ion  i s  a  g radua t ion  f rom Bas ic  B ib le  Theo logy
C lass .
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What  a re  the  pa ren ts ’  ro les  in  the i r  ch i ld ’ s  sp i r i tua l  l i ves  p r io r  to
conf i rmat ion?

    What  changes  a f te r  con f i rmat ion?

Make a  l i s t  o f  4  th ings  you  can  do  r igh t  now fo r  your  ch i ld ren  o r
g randch i ld ren  who a re  a l ready  con f i rmed :

What  i s  the  con f i rmand ’ s  ro le  in  the i r  own sp i r i tua l  l i f e  p r io r  to
conf i rmat ion?

    What  changes  a f te r  con f i rmat ion?

What  i s  the  congrega t ion ’ s  ro le  in  the  ch i ld ’ s  sp i r i tua l  l i f e  be fo re  and  a f te r
con f i rmat ion?

What  a re  some good conf i rmat ion  g i f t s  to  g i ve  to  a  con f i rmand?

Name two th ings  you  cou ld  do  w i th  your  ca tech i sm book  a f te r  con f i rmat ion :
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We shou ld  have  con f i rmat ion  on  a  case  by  case  bas i s  because  some 4 th  g raders  a re
more  sp i r i tua l l y  matu re  than  o the r  9 th  g raders .
     
    What  p rob lems  cou ld  a r i se  i f  we  accepted  th i s?

What  i s  the  po in t  o f  a  con f i rmat ion  passage?

Agree  o r  D i sagree
The  pas to r  shou ld  ac tua l l y  pu t  h i s  hand  on  the  head  o f  the  con f i rmand—that ’ s  wha t
they  d id  in  the  b ib le !

Why  do  the  con f i rmands  pu t  on  wh i te  robes?   What  co lo r  shou ld  the  pa raments  be
on  Conf i rmat ion  Sunday?

Which  i s  more  impor tan t  – the  pub l i c  examina t ion  o r  the  con f i rmat ion  se rv ice?

On the  Sunday  a f te r  con f i rmat ion  s tudents  shou ld :
    a .            Commune togethe r  as  a  g roup
    b .            Commune w i th  the i r  f ami l i es

Who shou ld  you  inv i te  to  the  con f i rmat ion  se rv ice?

    Who benef i t s  f rom the  con f i rmat ion  se rv ice?
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“ I  be l i eved ;  the re fo re  I  have  spoken . ”  

You  have  lea rned  to  examine  your  thoughts ,  words ,  and  ac t ions  in
the  l igh t  o f  God ’ s  l aw ,  and  you  have  exper ienced  the  comfor t  o f
fo rg i veness  in  the  Sav io r ’ s  gospe l .  Wi th  th i s  p repa ra t ion  you  a re
eager  to  rece ive  the  Sav io r ’ s  body  and  b lood in  the  sac rament .

As  we  worsh ip  w i th  you  on  th i s  day ,  we  a re  f i l l ed  w i th  joy  as  we  see
how the  Lord  has  g rown your  f a i th  and  love .  We a re  b r ing ing  our
p raye rs  to  the  Sav io r ’ s  th rone  o f  g race  and  imp lo r ing  h im to  keep
you  fa i th fu l  to  h im and  h i s  Word  un t i l  you  jo in  us  and  a l l  be l i eve rs
in  the  g lo r ies  o f  heaven .

I  now ask  each  o f  you :
 
Are  you  ready  and  w i l l i ng  to  con fess  your  f a i th  be fo re  the  t r i une  God
and those  who a re  worsh ip ing  w i th  you  today?
I  am.
 
Do you  be l ieve  in  God the  Fa the r?
Yes ,  I  be l i eve  in  God ,  the  Fa the r  A lmigh ty . . .  

Do  you  be l ieve  in  Jesus  Chr i s t ,  t he  Son  o f  God?
Yes ,  I  be l i eve  in  Jesus  Chr i s t ,  h i s  on l y  Son ,  ou r  Lord . . .  

My dea r  young f r i ends ,  when  you  were
bapt i zed ,  your  g rac ious  Lord  fo rgave  a l l  you r
s ins  and  covered  you  w i th  the  robe  o f  Chr i s t ’ s
r igh teousness .  Th rough  wate r  and  Word  he
c rea ted  fa i th  in  your  hea r t s  and  adopted  you
in to  the  fami l y  o f  be l i eve rs .  As  you  matu red
and hea rd  and  s tud ied  the  Sc r ip tu res ,  the  Ho ly
Sp i r i t  en l igh tened  your  minds  and  p rese rved
you  as  ch i ld ren  o f  God .

You  have  expressed  the  des i re  to  con fess  the
t ru ths  you  be l ieve  be fo re  your  Sav io r ,  your
fami l y  and  f r i ends ,  and  th i s  congrega t ion .  You
are  ready  to  say  w i th  S t .  Pau l ,  
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Catech i sm ,  a re  fa i th fu l  and  t rue  to  the  Word  o f  God?
I  do .
 
I s  i t  your  s ince re  p raye r  and  des i re  to  rema in  fa i th fu l  to  your  Lord
Jesus  and  h i s  Word  a l l  t he  days  o f  your  l i f e?
Yes ,  and  I  ask  God to  he lp  me .
 
I s  i t  your  s ince re  p raye r  and  des i re  to  l i ve  a  l i f e  tha t  p leases  God ,
to  va lue  h i s  Word  and  sac raments ,  and  to  w i tness  to  your  Sav io r
whereve r  you  go?
Yes ,  and  I  ask  God to  he lp  me .

God ,  the  Fa the r  o f  ou r  Lord  Jesus  Chr i s t ,  g i ve  you  h i s  Ho ly  Sp i r i t ,
t he  Sp i r i t  o f  w i sdom and  knowledge ,  o f  g race  and  p raye r ,  o f  power
and  s t rength ,  o f  sanc t i f i ca t ion  and  the  fea r  o f  God .  Our  Lord  Jesus
Chr i s t  h imse l f  and  God our  Fa the r ,  who loved  us  and  by  h i s  g race
gave  us  e te rna l  encouragement  and  good hope ,  encourage  your  hea r t
and  s t rengthen  you  in  eve ry  good deed and  word .  The  Fa the r  in
heaven ,  fo r  Jesus ’  sake ,  renew and  inc rease  in  you  the  g i f t  o f  the
Holy  Sp i r i t  fo r  your  s t rengthen ing  in  f a i th ,  your  g rowth  in  g race ,
your  pa t ience  in  su f fe r ing ,  and  fo r  the  b lessed  hope  o f  e te rna l  l i f e .

The  God o f  peace  sanc t i f y  you  th rough  and  th rough  and  keep  you
b lame less  a t  the  coming  o f  ou r  Lord  Jesus  Chr i s t .

Do you  be l ieve  in  God the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t ?
Yes ,  I  be l i eve  in  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t . . .  

Do  you  re jec t  the  dev i l  a long  w i th  a l l  h i s  l i e s
and  empty  p romises?
I  do  re jec t  h im .
 
Do you  be l ieve  tha t  a l l  t he  books  o f  the  B ib le
a re  the  insp i red  and  ine r ran t  Word  o f  God?
I  do .
 
Do you  be l ieve  tha t  the  teach ings  o f  the
Evange l i ca l  Lu the ran  Church ,  as  you  have
lea rned  to  know them f rom Luthe r ’ s  Sma l l  


