
Lesson 3 - Wedding

JANUARY 2023

Take two minutes and come up with definitions for the
words "love" and "marriage" BY DRAWING A PICTURE of
them.

OPENING ACTIVITY

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH FELLOWSHIP BIBLE STUDY



WHAT IS  MARRIAGE?

Genesis 1:10
God saw that it was good.

Genesis 1:12
God saw that it was good.

Genesis 1:18
God saw that it was good.

Genesis 1:21
God saw that it was good.

Genesis 1:25
God saw that it was good.
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Genesis 2:18-24
The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper
suitable for him."

Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all
the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So the man gave
names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for
Adam no suitable helper was found. So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a
deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the
place with flesh. Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of
the man, and he brought her to the man.

The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
'woman, 'for she was taken out of man." For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Genesis 1:31
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.

Ta lk  w i th  your  t ab lemates  and  come up  w i th  a t  l eas t  3  i tems  o f
in te res t  f rom these  words  tha t  can  and  shou ld  be  app l ied  to  your
mar r i age :
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Marriage: Defined
In Marriage was established by _______ when he created the world and everything in it.
Marriage, like everything else God created, was without ______________.

Matthew 19:4-6
"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' and said,
'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become
one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not
separate."

Romans 7:2
By law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is
releasedfrom the law of marriage.

Ephesians 5:25
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.

Marriage is a ________-_________ union between one _______ and one _____________ in
an unconditional ________________ of love.

ACTIVITY As you compare this biblical definition of marriage, come up with a list of at least 5 ways (out
loud or in the white space below) in which today's culture and society would disagree with this definition.

After you complete your list, try to come up with an answer for why God's way is better.

BLESSINGS BESTOWED

Genesis 2:18
The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."

Genesis 2:24
For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become
one flesh.

Genesis 1:27,28
Male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number”

The 3 main blessings God bestows in his gift of marriage are:
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                                       EXCEPTIONS. . .NOT RULES
                                            God ’ s  Word  i s  c lea r .  Mar r i age  i s
                                            meant  fo r  one  man and  one  woman .              
                                            Mar r i age  i s  to  be  a  l i f e long  un ion ,    
                                            coming  to  an  end  on l y  when  one  o f  the  
                                            pa r tne rs  d ies .  Tha t  means  d i vo rce  was   
                                            neve r  pa r t  o f  God ’ s  p l an .  Bu t  i s  the re  
                                            eve r  a  t ime when  God permi t s  husbands  
                                            and  w ives  to  d i vo rce?
 
                                            Mat thew 19 :9
                                            “ I  te l l  you  tha t  anyone  who d ivo rces  h i s  
                                            w i fe ,  except  fo r  mar i t a l  un fa i th fu lness ,  
                                            and  mar r ies  anothe r  woman commi ts  
                                            adu l te ry . ”

1  Cor in th ians  7 : 1 5
But  i f  the  unbe l ieve r  l eaves ,  l e t  h im do  so .  A  be l iev ing  man o r  woman i s
not  bound in  such  c i rcumstances ;  God has  ca l l ed  us  to  l i ve  in  peace .

In  cases  o f  mar i t a l  ____________________ and ma l i c ious
______________________ the  mar r i age  bond be tween  husband and
wi fe  i s  b roken .  In  such  cases  God permi t s  the  innocent  pa r tne rs  to  ge t
a  d i vo rce .

Agree  o r  D i sagree
A d ivo rce  b reaks  up  a  mar r i age .

Agree  o r  D i sagree
In  cases  o f  mar i t a l  un fa i th fu lness  and  ma l i c ious  dese r t ion ,  the  mar r i age
can  never  and  shou ld  neve r  be  reconc i led .

What  about  open  mar r i ages  o r  p re -mar i t a l  sex  o r  l i v ing  togethe r  be fo re
mar r i age?  I sn ’ t  i t  a  l i t t l e  o ld  fash ioned  to  say  tha t  those  th ings  a re  wrong?

Romans  1 2 : 2
Do not  con fo rm any  longer  to  the  pa t te rn  o f  th i s  wor ld ,  bu t  be
t rans fo rmed by  the  renewing  o f  your  mind .  Then  you  w i l l  be  ab le  to  tes t
and  approve  what  God ’ s  w i l l  i s—his  good ,  p leas ing  and  per fec t  w i l l .

Hebrews  13 : 4
Mar r i age  shou ld  be  honored  by  a l l ,  and  the  mar r i age  bed  kept  pu re ,  fo r
God w i l l  j udge  the  adu l te re r  and  a l l  t he  sexua l l y  immora l .
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Jus t  because  our  soc ie ty  and  government  may  cons ide r
someth ing  lega l ,  t ha t  doesn ' t  mean  tha t  i t  i s  mora l  o r
bene f i c i a l .

Ephes ians  5 :3
But  among you  the re  mus t  no t  be  even  a  h in t  o f  sexua l
immora l i t y ,  o r  o f  any  k ind  o f  impur i t y ,  o r  o f  g reed ,  because
these  a re  improper  fo r  God ’ s  ho l y  peop le .

1  Cor in th ians  10 : 3 1
So  whethe r  you  ea t  o r  d r ink
or  wha teve r  you  do ,  do  i t  a l l
fo r  the  g lo ry  o f  God .

Pre tend  fo r  a  moment  tha t  you  a re  the  
pas to r  o f  th i s  congrega t ion .  What  wou ld  
you  say  to  someone who says :

" I t  i s  poss ib le  to  cohab i ta te  w i thout  
hav ing  sex . "

Take  a  few minutes  and ,  us ing  b ib le  passages  we  have  looked  a t  today ,  g i ve  a
response - -e i the r  ou t  loud  o r  in  the  b lank  space .

Agree  o r  D i sagree
Peop le  who have  had  p remar i t a l  sex  have  ru ined  the  sanc t i t y  o f  mar r i age - -
the re fo re  they  can  neve r  ge t  mar r ied .

Agree  o r  D i sagree
God fo rg i ves  a l l  s in ,  i nc lud ing  the  s in  o f  d i vo rce .

Agree  o r  D i sagree  
A mar r i age  i sn ' t  comple te  w i thout  the  b less ing  o f  ch i ld ren .

God has  g i ven  sexua l  happ iness  as  a  g i f t  to  mar r ied  peop le .  In  add i t ion ,  God has
g iven  ch i ld ren - -as  a  resu l t  o f  sexua l  happ iness - -as  anothe r  g i f t  to  mar r ied  peop le .
How wou ld  you  respond to  a  coup le  who says :  "We a re  not  go ing  to  have  ch i ld ren
r igh t  away .  We a re  go ing  to  exp lo re  opt ions  fo r  cont racept ion  so  tha t  we  don ' t  ge t
p regnant  un t i l  we  a re  ready . "
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Take  3  minu tes  and ,  e i the r  ou t  loud  o r  in  the  space  be low ,  make  a  l i s t  o f  a t
l eas t  5  words  o r  ph rases  tha t  desc r ibe  the  way  tha t  Jesus  loves  you  and  me :
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

The B ib le  says ,  “Grea te r  love  has  no  one  than  th i s ,  t ha t  he  l ay  down h i s  l i f e  fo r  h i s
f r i ends ( John  15 : 1 3 ) . "  Which  i s  the  t ype  o f  love  tha t  God wants  us  to  sha re  w i th  ou r
spouse?

“Honey ,  I ’m  w i l l i ng  to  d ie  fo r  you . ”
“Honey ,  I ’m  w i l l i ng  to  l i ve  fo r  you . "

What ' s  the  d i f fe rence?

Read the  passages  be low and  make  a  l i s t  o f  a t  l eas t  4  cha rac te r i s t i c s  husbands  and
wives  ought  to  emu la te  in  the i r  mar r i age  re l a t ionsh ip :

Ephes ians  5 : 2 1
Ph i l ipp ians  2 : 3 , 4
Ephes ians  4 : 2
Mat thew 20 :28
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Choose  th ree  o f  the  fo l low ing  s ta tements  and  d i scuss  why  you  ag ree  o r  d i sag ree
wi th  them :

- -A  mar r i age  shou ld  be  based  on  the  commi tment  to  love  ra the r  than  on  fee l ings
a lone .

- -A  w i fe  mus t  do  eve ry th ing  he r  husband te l l s  he r  to  do  s ince  she  has  p romised  to
obey  h im .

- -S ince  the  husband i s  the  head  o f  the  house ,  he  i s  to  make  a l l  t he  dec i s ions  fo r
the  fami l y .

- -When two peop le  love  each  o the r ,  they  w i l l  au tomat ica l l y  know what  the  o the r
person  needs  and  wants .

- - In  a  good mar r i age ,  the  husband and  w i fe  w i l l  neve r  have  any  con f l i c t s .

Take  two minu tes  and  choose  e i the r  op t ion  be low :

- -Name the  l a s t  impor tan t  i tem tha t  you  own tha t  "b roke  down . "
- -Name the  house  chore  tha t  you  d i s l i ke  the  mos t .

How i s  e i the r  one  l i ke  a  mar r i age?
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no record  o f  i t  i n  the  b ib le  o r  any  Apos to l i c  wr i t i ngs .  The  cus tom
f i r s t  became popu la r  i n  the  second ha l f  o f  the  20 th  cen tu ry  in
Amer ican  Chr i s t i an  wedd ings .  The  o r ig ins  a re  unc lea r ,  however  the
use  o f  a  un i t y  cand le  in  a  198 1  ep i sode  o f  Genera l  Hosp i ta l  may  have
he lped  to  popu la r i ze  the  p rac t i ce .

At tendants

Ann ive rsa r ies

Venue

Date  and  T ime

Read ings

Hymns

Sermon

Ceremon ia

The  l igh t ing  o f  a  "un i t y  cand le "  i s  a  re l a t i ve l y
new cus tom in  wedd ing  ce remon ies .  There  i s  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles_in_the_New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Hospital

