
Lesson 4 - Funeral
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What is the difference between a casket and a coffin?

What is the most memorable portion of a funeral you
have attended (in a positive way)?

OPENING ACTIVITY

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH FELLOWSHIP BIBLE STUDY



WHAT IS  DEATH? John 4:24
God is _________

Genesis 2:7
Humans are made of __________

2 Corinthians 5:1
Our bodies are essentially _______

Hebrews 9:7
We are appointed to ________

Genesis 3:19
Our bodies will return to ________

Ecclesiastes 12:7
Our souls IMMEDIATELY return to
______
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WHAT DEATH IS NOT

Using the passages above, or any other passages you may know of, to refute the
following ideas about death:

The dead roam the earth as ghosts --

The dead are reborn as people or animals --

The dead can help the living --

The living can help the dead get into heaven --

AGREE OR DISAGREE
The dea th  o f  a  Chr i s t i an  i s  an  occas ion  fo r  ce leb ra t ion .

AGREE OR DISAGREE
I t  i s  s in fu l  to  be  sad  o r  c r y  o r  mourn  the  dea th  o f  a  Chr i s t i an .
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Biblical Burials
While the bible doesn't mention funeral services, per se, there is quite a bit of ink spilled about death and
burial:

Deuteronomy 34:8
The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time of weeping and mourning was
over.

Isaiah 61:2b-3
to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.

Genesis 37:29
When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes.

John 11:38-39
Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance.  “Take
away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor,
for he has been there four days.”

John 19:39-40
He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.[e] 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it,
with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs.

Jeremiah 26:23
They brought Uriah out of Egypt and took him to King Jehoiakim, who had him struck down with a sword and
his body thrown into the burial place of the common people.

Matthew 26:12
When she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial.

Genesis 50:2-3, 25-26
Then Joseph directed the physicians in his service to embalm his father Israel. So the physicians embalmed
him, taking a full forty days, for that was the time required for embalming. And the Egyptians mourned for him
seventy days...And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and said, “God will surely come to your aid, and
then you must carry my bones up from this place.” So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after
they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt.

Joshua 24:32
And Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, were buried at Shechem in the tract of
land that Jacob bought for a hundred pieces of silver from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem. This
became the inheritance of Joseph’s descendants.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2019&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26865e


                           CARING FOR THE BODY
                               What  happens  be tween  dea th  and  bur i a l ?
                               
                                 Come up  w i th  a t  l eas t  3  reasons  why  your  body  ought  to   
                                 be  ca red  fo r ,  bo th  be fo re  and  a f te r  dea th :

                               
                                 Other  than  a t  the  funera l ,  have  you  eve r  spent  t ime in  
                                 t he  p resence  o f  a  loved  one  who recent l y  passed?   D id        
                                 you  ho ld  the i r  hand?   K i ss  them? Care  fo r  them in  any  
                                 way?
 
                                 
                                 Who ya  gonna  ca l l ?

                                 What  does  a  Funera l  D i rec to r  do?

OPTIONS,  OPTIONS,  OPTIONS

- -Emba lming/ fu l l  t r ad i t iona l
( i f  t hey ' r e  go ing  be  shown to  the  pub l i c ,  t hey  MUST be  emba lmed )

- -C losed  caske t/ea r th  bu r i a l  
( g reen=no caske t/ l im i ted  bu t  ava i l ab le  in  th i s  a rea )

- -V iew ing  end ing  in  c remat ion

- -Cremat ion  memor ia l

- -D i rec t  c remat ion/no se rv ices
                                 

AGREE OR DISAGREE
Cremat ion  i s  aga ins t  ou r  re l ig ion .

Why  do  you  th ink  tha t  emba lming  was  inven ted?   Why  i s  s t i l l  popu la r  today?

L i s t  a t  l eas t  3  reasons  why  peop le  migh t  be  uncomfor tab le  w i th  c remat ion :
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Words  o f  Adv ice  f rom a  Funera l  D i rec to r :

TALK TO YOUR FAMILY ABOUT YOUR WISHES

Who i s  the  funera l /memor ia l  se rv ice  fo r?

Even  outs ide  o f  re l ig ious  reasons - -why  a re  funera l s  bene f i c i a l ?

-C losu re
          Shock
          Den ia l
          Gr ie f
          Anger
          Depress ion
          Reso lu t ion

-Recogn ize  Charac te r i s t i c s  to  Emu la te
   
-
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Venue

Read ings

Hymns

Sermon

Ceremon ia

            Pascha l  Cand le
            Pa l l


